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Drawing lessons from the Great and Mighty all over the 
world and his personal experience, Gilbert makes a  
compelling case for making choices that will impact you 
eternally. It is a must read for everyone. There comes a 
moment in life when you have to retreat, reflect and   
refocus. This book can be a good companion. It is so 
simple to read and yet it will organise the rest of your 
life, if only you are open to carefully reflect on its      
contents. You do not have to be a Christian to read Soul, 
Prepare for Eternity. But if you are, the more reason you 
should read it. If you are not, you should have read it  
yesterday.  Today is the perfect timing. Enjoy it. 
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It does not matter what others think about you. It does 
not even matter what you think of yourself. What really    
matters is what God thinks of you and how He sees you.  
Life is a journey and whatever we do with it has         
consequences. The choices we make determine our     
destiny.  We can only take one thing at a time.  Have you 
set your priorities right?  Are you building for eternity?  
This book points you to what matters most - our soul, the 
only thing that will follow you wherever you go. The 
principles that can be   garnered from this incisive work 
will help you make the right choices in your walk with 
the Lord to eternity. Gilbert shares his own life           
experience from a unique perspective common among 
many of us who were influenced by our African heritage 
but are now transformed by the Biblical worldview.  His 
shared experience reveals to us that our destiny comes 
when we discover what God has already shaped us to be 
and do.  We do not invent it but only discover it.  



 
You are precious in His sight. Let God use these pages to 
help you discover God’s plan for your life and place your 
feet firmly on the right path. You will never remain the 
same after reading this book. 
 
The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that 
nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please 
the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life - Galatians 
6:8. 
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Soul, Prepare for Eternity is a powerful book written in a 
simple and coherent manner. It has such powerful        
illustrations and speaks of people’s realities. This book 
strongly appeals to the reader to come to the saving 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ and it clearly     
demonstrates how life with Jesus brings not just eternal 
life but positively changes someone’s life. It is a must 
read especially for anyone doubting Christ and eternity. 
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his late father worked as a prison officer. This experience 
developed in him a sincere childlike   compassion for 
convicts.  When he gave his life to Christ in 1991, that 
compassion grew into an evangelistic passion to preach 
to the spiritually bound so that Jesus Christ would set 
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passion for the salvation of lost souls that drove him to 
write this book.  May Soul, Prepare for Eternity inspire 
you to witness for Christ more than ever before. 
 

Pastor Amos Odur Acila 
Deliverance Church Entebbe - Uganda 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About the Author 
 

Gilbert Ouma, is a committed gospel outreach minister 
whose focus is on disadvantaged communities like    
prisons and rural areas of Uganda. He doubles as an   
employee of Compassion International - Uganda, a child 
advocacy Christian organisation.  
 
He is happily married to Keziah Ouma and in their 
twelve years of marriage, God has blessed them with four 
lovely children – Benjamin, Benita, Bethel and Rogers. 
They live in Uganda’s lakeside town of Entebbe and   
fellowship at Deliverance Church Entebbe, where they 
both serve as Sunday School teachers and as choir   
members. 
 
To contact Gilbert Ouma, call +256 717 500636 or email 
him at gillywanasaye@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



SOUL,  
Prepare for Eternity 
 

By Gilbert Ouma 
 
Foreword by John Chemonges 
Director Banking, Bank of Uganda  
Elder, Deliverance Church Entebbe - Uganda 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Entebbe • London 

 
 
 



Soul, Prepare for Eternity 
 
Copyright © 2013 by Gilbert Ouma 
 
geraldkateu™ is published by 
Kateu Records (U) Ltd, P.O. Box 617, 
ENTEBBE, UGANDA 
Email: geraldkateu@gmail.com 
 
In the United Kingdom by 
GeraldKateu Publishers Ltd, 116 Rosemary Avenue,  
Hounslow, Middlesex, London, TW4 7JW 
 
Cover design by Gerald Kateu 

All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated are taken from 
THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Scripture quotations marked NLT are taken from the Holy Bible, New 
Living Translation, copyright 1996. Used by permission of Tyndale 
House Publishers Inc., Wheaton, Illinois 60189. All rights reserved. 
(New Living Translation)  - The Bible Online. 
 
Scriptures marked NKJV are from the New King James Version 
©.1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights    
reserved. 
 
The right of Gilbert Ouma to be identified as the   author of this work 
has been asserted by him in accordance with the Copyright Act. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any 
means without the prior written permission of the publisher, nor be 
otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in 
which it is published and without a similar condition being  imposed 
on the subsequent purchaser. 

ISBN: 978-9970-442-05-8 
 
Printed in Uganda  

 
 



 
Table of Contents 

Acknowledgements  iii 

Foreword    iv 

Prelude    vi 

Chapter 1  Choices and Consequences  1 

Chapter 2  The Last Frontier  9 

Chapter 3  This is God’s Way  17 

Chapter 4  Divine Opportunity Ignored  30 

Chapter 5  The Battle for Your Destiny  43 

Chapter 6  Eternal Exchange  49 

Chapter 7  Value Your Body   62 

Chapter 8  Wealth    65 

Chapter 9  Bag of Life Treasures  78 

Chapter 10  Decisive moment  91 

Appendix i  Prayer  96 

Appendix ii  Conclusion  97 

NOTES    98 



 

 

This book is dedicated to you. 
Your life is very precious in the sight of God. You are the 

reason God inspired me to write Soul, Prepare for  
Eternity.  I prayed to God that it would reach as many 
people as He wills for them to read it; I believe with all 
my heart that you are holding it by divine appointment. 

Like a hungry man consuming his first meal in days,   
devour its contents; reflect over its truths and act on its 

demands, and  God will surely bless you. 



 

iii 
 

Acknowledgements 

  
wish to personally thank the people mentioned   
below for their contributions to my inspiration and  
knowledge in writing Soul, Prepare for Eternity.  

They read the manuscript, critiqued it and made valuable 
suggestions that made this book what it is. 
 
Caroline A. Mwinemwesigwa and Steven Ochan were 
the first to read the first chapter and they both spurred me 
with a fascinating feedback. I thank Adellah Ankunda, 
John Chemonges, Christopher Acar, Medrine Nabalema, 
Jennifer Okello and Gerald Kateu whose insights helped 
shape the grammar and style of this book.   
 
To remain both relevant and true to God’s word, I       
depended strongly upon the theological insights of my 
Pastor, Amos Odur Acila and Pastor Jaymin Luke      
Muwayi.  Without prayer, this piece of work would not 
have come out in its form. In the same regard, I sincerely 
thank my dear friends, Jackline Angedakin, Deborah 
Mwine and Hope Tugumisirize.   
 
Special thanks go to Irene Nakasiita who did the bulk of 
the editing amidst her busy schedule of work. I thank 
Keziah, my dear wife, for exercising much  patience   
during the writing of this book. Above all else, I remain 
grateful to the Lord Jesus Christ, who inspired,   
strengthened and provided all the needed wisdom to do 
this work. 

I 



 

iv 
 

Foreword  

† 
 

he world today presents many choices; so many 
that we are sometimes lost for choice. However, 
the choices we make have their own               

consequences. In a sense, one can say that your choice 
set determines your lifestyle.  Serving as a minister in a 
Pentecostal church, I find many people are not aware that 
what looks very enjoyable on the surface may have   
eternal implications.  The problem is that at most times, 
we are ignorant of this impending reality. 
 
In this book, Gilbert Ouma guides your thought processes 
through some of the daily issues we are confronted with 
in life such as the agonising and unsatisfying pursuit of 
wealth; the dangers lurking in seemingly entertaining 
music; fleeting pleasures; relationships; as well as the 
eternal significance of these choice sets and many others 
that we opt for.  
 
Gilbert points to a simple yet ignored fact that we      
diligently pursue many of these choices and forget the 
ultimate object of life - redemption of our souls.  It is no 
wonder that many people are not truly satisfied with life.  
Daily, we seek for the true meaning of life in the wrong 
places; yet, God has placed the answer right at our door 
step. 
 
Gilbert presents these thoughts by use of very interesting 
illustrations from his own life experience as a young man 
growing up in a rural village in Eastern Uganda. He    

T
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further spices it with other African proverbs, folk stories 
and illustrations from other cultures in the world. You 
will not fail to find situations you can identify with. 
 
When you read Soul, Prepare for Eternity with an open 
mind, it will enable you to do a sincere personal          
reflection of your life. It will also bring life and  meaning 
to your life experiences looked at in the light of the Word 
of God. Love it and God will use the contents of these 
pages to transform your life forever. 
 
Enjoy your reading. 
 

John Chemonges 
Director Banking, Bank of Uganda 

Elder, Deliverance Church Entebbe 
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Prelude 

† 
 

nce upon a time there was a rich king who had 
four wives. He loved the fourth wife most. He 
adorned her with rich robes and treated her to 

the finest of delicacies. He gave her only the best. He 
also loved the third wife very much and was always 
showing her off to neighbouring kingdoms. However, he 
feared that one day she would leave him for another man.  
 
He also loved his second wife. She was his confidant and 
was always kind, considerate and patient with him. 
Whenever the king faced a problem, he would confide in 
her to help him get through the difficult times.  
 
The king's first wife was a very loyal partner and had 
made great contributions in maintaining his wealth and 
kingdom. However, he did not love the first wife and   
although she loved him deeply, he hardly took notice of 
her.  
 
One day, the king fell ill and he knew that he was about 
to die. He thought about his luxurious life. 
 
"I now have four wives with me,” he pondered, “but 
when I die I'll be all alone." He said to his fourth wife, "I 
have loved you the most, endowed you with the finest 
clothing and showered great care over you. Now that I'm 
dying, will you follow me and keep me company?"  
 

O
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"No way," replied the fourth wife and she walked away 
without another word.  
 
Her answer cut like a sharp knife right into his heart. The 
sad king then said to the third wife, "I have loved you all 
my life. Now that I'm dying, will you follow me and keep 
me company?"  
 
"No," replied the third wife. "Life is very good! When you 
die, I'm going to remarry!"  
 
The king’s heart sank and became cold. He turned to the 
second wife. "I have always turned to you for help and 
you've always been there for me,” he said to her. “When 
I die, will you follow me and keep me company?"  
 
"I'm sorry,” replied the second wife. “I can't help you out 
this time. At the very most, I can only send you to your 
grave."  
 
Her answer came like a bolt of thunder and it devastated 
the king.  
 
Suddenly a voice called out, "I'll live with you and follow 
you no matter where you go."  
 
The king looked up and there was his first wife. She was 
skinny and suffered from malnutrition. "I should have 
taken much better care of you when I had the chance,” 
he said, greatly grieved. 
 
Our fourth wife is our body. No matter how much time 
and effort we lavish in making it look great, it leaves us 
when we die. Our third wife is our possessions, status 
and wealth. When we die, it will all go to other people. 
Our second wife is our family and friends. No matter how 



 

viii 
 

much they have been there for us, the furthest they can 
stay by us is up to the grave. Our first wife is our soul; it 
is often neglected in pursuit of wealth, power and the     
pleasures of the ego. However, our soul is the only thing 
that will follow us wherever we go. 
 

Anonymous 
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Chapter 1 
Choices and Consequences 

† 
 

Deuteronomy 30:19 
  
... I have set before you life and death, blessings and 
curses. Now choose life… 
 

rom the story you have just read, we learn that 
the king forgot to prepare his most precious, most  
reliable and eternal partner, his soul for life in the 

next world. His soul needed to be nurtured and made 
ready but at the time of the king’s departure from this 
world, it was malnourished, weak and not ready.  The sad 
part of this story is that the king had all the resources and 
a whole lifetime to prepare his soul for eternity, but he 
failed.  

Like kings, all of us have the will to decide the destiny of 
our souls after our journey on earth. The eternal world 
our souls go to after this world is ruled by the King of 
kings - Jesus Christ (Revelation 19:16).   

Before Him, we as the kings of our souls will give an 
account of the choices we made for our souls while  on 
earth, our temporary home.  If we accept Jesus Christ to 
save and rule over our souls, we shall inherit His      
kingdom and find eternal rest (John 11:26).  If we choose 
to either hate or ignore Him and His salvation during our 
lifetime, our souls will be eternally separated from God 
and subjected to eternal punishment (Hebrews 2:3). 

F 
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Is your soul ready for the eternal world? That eternal 
world is either full of eternal joy and peace before God, 
or full of regrets, sorrow, and everlasting torment in 
hell’s flames (Mathew 13:41-42). 

Cesare Borgia, a famous writer and politician whom  
Machiavelli- the philosopher-statesman and political 
theorist often referred to as “the father of modern        
political theory” - used as a model in his famous book 
The Prince, was a thorough planner. He gave a lot of  
effort and detail to all he planned.  At the time of his 
death he said,  

“When I lived I provided for everything, except death. 
Now I must die, and I am totally unprepared and          
un-provided!”1 

You may be very intelligent and greatly adored for your 
accomplishments. This is good. But have you applied 
that mental gift to realistically think about your destiny?  
Whereas man adores you, have you considered what God 
thinks about you? Take some little time and reflect on 
these two questions.  

Voltaire, one of history’s most famous people who did 
not believe in the existence of God frequently said, 

“By the time I’m buried, the Bible will be non-existent.” 2  

Do you have an idea what happened at the time of his 
death?  He said, 

“I am abandoned by God and man; I shall die and go to 
hell alone!”  

His condition had become so terrible that his friends were 
afraid to approach his bedside as he passed away. His 
nurse said that for all of the wealth in Europe, she would 
never watch another infidel die. 3  

Very sad indeed! Borgia and Voltaire were human beings 
like you and I. Similar to the king in our story in the 
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prelude of this book, they both had equal opportunities to 
make right choices regarding their destinies. At the end 
of their lives, they wished they had made right choices. 
Yet, it was too late for them. A Swahili saying goes,   

“You were the one who started the fire, now the smoke is 
in your eyes.” 

God has given us the power of choice. It is a free gift of 
His love.  This is an indication that God is not a dictator; 
neither is He forceful nor authoritarian.  If He were, our 
lives would have been regulated remotely like a puppet 
master does to his subjects. He has given each person a 
will to make choices.  

It is by choice that you are reading this book; you will 
choose either to believe or not believe what it says. You 
will also chose to do or ignore what it says. 

In His sovereignty and graciousness, God has provided 
guidance in His word on how each one of us should make 
choices. The literate have the extra advantage of reading 
and reflecting on His thoughts that are clearly written in 
His Word. 

When I was in secondary school, I habitually smoked    
cigarettes and took marijuana. I did this in hiding with 
my friends.  It was trendy for us to puff away that smoke. 
However, one day I entered the school chapel and hid in 
the vestry to smoke and my conscience instantly warned 
me, 

 “Do not light a cigarette in the holy sanctuary,” the still 
voice said to me. “What you are about to do is evil; stop 
it!”  

I ignored the warning and with a lot of guilt within me, I 
stubbornly went ahead to light the cigarette and smoked.  
What a foolish and deadly choice I made!  My heart was 
burdened from then on with guilt. I knew that I had  
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desecrated the house of God.  Today I am grateful to God 
for forgiving me and taking away my guilt through Jesus 
Christ.  

God in His mercy had already provided me with a      
conscience to help me make the right decision. However, 
I did not heed my conscience.  

I write this well aware that morals are interpreted        
differently and vary from place to place, culture to      
culture and from people to people. I am also aware that 
we learn the concepts of right and wrong from different 
places as well as from different people - our parents, 
schools, the laws of the land, the Word of God and other 
different avenues. As a result, our  conscience responds 
according to what we have learned over time.  

I do however emphasize that the Word of God is the   
ultimate standard that always challenges the hearts and 
souls of every human being, whether one is aware of it or 
not.  It challenges the conscience of both believers and 
non-believers; it speaks out from the streets and the   
rooftops. Men sometimes listen to it while rejecting its 
counsel most of the time.  

Often God uses any person to speak out for Him so that 
men may listen and act. This particular person may be a 
“nobody” or a “somebody” by our human standards.  
Men and women still have to choose to listen to him or 
her.  

Sir William Wilberforce was one significant person God 
used to speak against slave trade.  For twenty-six years 
he used his position in the British House of Commons to 
campaign against the inhumane slave trade. For twenty-
six years, Sir William Wilberforce challenged the      
conscience of his island nation but they ignored his   
message.  One day he said,  
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“You may choose to look the other way but you can never 
say again that you did not know.”4 

I have learned over the years in this life that my         
conscience becomes dull and loses all sensitivity when I  
ignore its promptings for a lengthy period of time.  

I lived a difficult life as a young person.  Often, owning a 
pair of shoes was a privilege that both my family and I 
only dreamed about. Such is the situation many children 
face in rural areas of my country Uganda. I noticed that 
when a child from town visited my village, he wanted to 
identify with us; he took off his shoes and played with us 
while barefooted. Nevertheless, he remained different 
from us; before coping with the barefoot-games, he 
limped and complained. Over the months, his feet got 
used to the rough and tough environment until he became 
like one of us.   

The same thing happens to the human conscience.  When 
our conscience talks to us and we repeatedly disregard its 
voice and promptings, persistently embracing evil, we 
soon end up not hearing its voice. This is very dangerous; 
it is like walking in an unfamiliar jungle without a    
compass!  

God’s Mercy for Mankind 

I distinctly remember the first day I puffed a cigarette; I 
felt very uncomfortable, nauseous and dizzy. Even 
though it was a bad feeling, I disregarded the warning 
from my body and went ahead.  The result was that I  
became a habitual smoker. Thanks be to God. Through 
Jesus Christ, I was set free from that bondage and       
graciously forgiven. 

God’s Word and power is as real today as it was         
centuries ago.  All I had to do was come to Him through 
Jesus Christ His son. 
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God is very gracious to all mankind.  He has given each 
person early warning signs for every wrong decision. In 
other words, we always have help when we need it to 
make right decisions. Is it easy? Absolutely not!  Do we 
always make good decisions?  Not always!  Life is very 
precious and all of us have been given the responsibility 
of making wise choices. 

Whatever choices we make have consequences           
irrespective of whether those choices are made in         
ignorance or in full knowledge of God’s Word. A       
disciplined army officer receives honour and promotion 
from his commanders while an undisciplined one is    
reprimanded and punished. A hard working   employee is 
easily promoted compared to a lazy unconcerned one. 
The sexually promiscuous easily get sexually transmitted 
diseases, are abused, and feel a sense of unworthiness as 
opposed to the ones who keep themselves chaste.  

During my youth, I had a close relative and friend who 
was sexually promiscuous. He had a list of all the girls 
and women he had slept with. He was the hero among the 
young men.  So immoral was he that he could sleep with 
both a girl and her mother!  He was so proud of these 
episodes that it was normal for him to indulge in such 
sins. One day, he contracted HIV/AIDS and never      
recovered.  

Author and psychiatrist Dr. Elisabeth Kubler Ross whose 
writings helped revolutionise the way the medical   
community cared for the terminally ill said,  

“I believe that we are solely responsible for our choices, 
and we have to accept the consequences of every deed, 
word, and thought throughout our lifetime.”5  

I also know a man who was very violent, foul-mouthed, 
disobedient to parents and disrespectful to God. He lived 
a disgraceful life in the sight of God but was praised by 
close relatives and friends as a ‘humble and gentle boy.’ 
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It is only this boy who knew how wicked and lost he was.  
This is the one who smoked a cigarette in church. One 
day, he made a choice to turn to Jesus Christ.             
Consequently, he wrote this book to edify and encourage 
people to make godly choices.    

Choices determine the destiny of people’s lives. Making 
personal choices is a wonderful thing because it allows us 
to enjoy what we love without being closely watched. 
Imagine how frustrated young people still living with 
their parents feel when their lives are programmed and 
controlled. The parents choose their friends, food, and 
bed time among other things. Parents do this for good 
reasons, but the frustration of being under their control 
can be suffocating for the youngsters.   

God has given parents the authority to guide, nurture and 
teach the younger generation; the young person does well 
to listen and learn. However, there comes a time when 
the youth is given independence. This means that they 
have to make personal choices without their parent’s  
controlling influence. This is very liberating. From that 
time forth, the young person is responsible for the      
consequences of each decision he makes.  

This illustration applies to all of us. My paternal    
grandmother and her sister were lured to join a cult that 
believed that one Simeo Ondetto, a “son of God” came to 
the earth. They followed him as the “black Jesus”, stayed 
in the cult community, worshipped idols, and performed 
so many other useless rituals believing that this was the 
true way to reach God.  When Simeo Ondetto died, their 
cult chose another person and they still followed him 
sheepishly. Their lives did not really demonstrate that 
they had met the true Jesus Christ. I, a grandson, received 
Jesus Christ the Son of God and was used by God to 
reach out to them. I made an effort to share with them the 
true gospel of Jesus Christ. They never listened to me.  
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Sadly, both passed away, having made a bad eternal   
decision regarding the destiny of their souls.   

God gave each of them several opportunities to make the 
right choices. Johann Friedrich von Schiller once said, 

“He cannot complain of a hard sentence, who is made 
master of his own fate.”6  

E.A Bucchianeri rightly said,  

“You cannot hinder someone’s free will; that is the first 
law of the universe, no matter what decision.”7  

We have the freedom to make decisions. Finally, the 
choices we make determine our destiny.  

I urge you to pause and reflect upon what you have just 
read and pray to God.  The life and time you have now is 
a great opportunity and you should use it well. So where 
will your soul be two hundred years from today? Yes, 
you will still be existent but certainly not on this earth.  

Anthony Robbins, the award winning entrepreneur,    
author and peak-performance strategist said,  

“It is in your moments of decision that your destiny is 
shaped.”8   

You may never have opportunity to meet God face to 
face; but you can listen to His counsel in this simple book 
today. May He open your eyes to see what may have 
skipped your attention in His eternal Word. May His 
Spirit lead and guide you as He challenges you to follow 
Him, through the message of this book. 
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Chapter 2 
The Last Frontier 

† 
 
Ecclesiastes 7:2  
 
It is better to go to a house of mourning than to go to a 
house of feasting, for death is the destiny of everyone; the 
living should take this to heart.  
 

od has destined for each human being a span of 
time to live on this earth before departing in 
death. In other words, we are here for a       

moment.  Each day He gives you twenty-four hours to 
use. Having given you a will to make decisions on how 
to use that time, God does not control your behaviour and     
character.  Just like people do not choose their gender, 
race, or parents, you did not choose to come to earth. It is 
God who put you here and for a purpose.  It is therefore 
essential to honour and live your life for Him and know 
that a time will come for you to depart from earth.   
However, you will not choose that time.  To help you 
remember this fact, God has placed this knowledge in 
your heart; each of us is fully aware that the time for  
departure from this world is coming. 

It is at death point that all the words of the Lord Jesus    
become extremely critical to one’s life. Memories of 
one’s lifetime are recalled and the soul too becomes   
extremely aware of its destiny. All fine sounding        
arguments from dissuading acquaintances against the 
existence of a holy and living God cease and reality 
dawns.   

G 
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A few seconds after death, you will stand knowing that 
there is no turning back. At this point you will become 
powerless to control what will happen to your soul.  
Money, fame, power and everything else we adore as 
human beings cannot at this point determine the direction 
the soul will take.   

Are You On The Way? 

You and I have never been in the spirit world. It is    
completely foreign to us.  Jesus who came from there and 
lived on the earth has told us how to find the way.  He is 
the way (John 14:6). Without Him one is forever lost. At 
the moment of departure, it no longer counts how much 
wealth one had, or how dignified one was; what really 
matters is whether one is on the right way.  

In a revival meeting, a preacher observed a young lady 
who was under the conviction of the Holy Spirit to repent 
and turn to Christ. He pleaded with her to give her heart 
to God.   

She replied, “Not now,” and walked out of the church.   

The preacher followed her to the doorway with the same 
request, hoping that she would relent and accept God’s 
mercy.  

“Not tonight,” the young lady declined again. 

Strangely the preacher followed her to the street, begging 
her to yield to God and receive forgiveness for her sins. 

“Some other time,” she replied. “Not now.”   

Upon reaching home, the young lady told her unsaved 
parents about the deep conviction she had. She explained 
how she had never felt such a deep concern for her soul 
like she felt that night.   

“You are young,” they replied to her without any idea of 
the implication, “and you will have plenty of time when 
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you settle down in life to think about your preparation for 
eternity.” They continued, “Why not enjoy life while you 
are young and not cut yourself off from society and other 
young people?” 

The young lady listened to her parents and kept wavering 
between two opinions; the Spirit of God on the one side 
kept nudging her to turn to the Kingdom of God while 
Satan kept showing her the pleasures of this world and 
how much more time she had before turning to God.  

It was not long before she became terribly ill. Realising 
that she had a few hours to live, her parents came to her 
bedside to request her to consider the thought of turning 
back to God and prepare for eternity.   

She looked up at them. “Father and mother,” she         
reminded them with despair, “you remember that in the 
recent revival, I was interested in the salvation of my 
soul. The Spirit of God was striving with me and I felt 
the need for God as I have never felt before.  I asked for 
your advice and you discouraged me. You advised me to 
wait until some other opportunity. I listened to your 
counsel, and now it is too late.  My heart is as hard as 
stone.  I have no feeling.  The Spirit of God has left me!”   

During the short time she was alive, she attempted to get 
the feeling back in vain. She sadly passed on in despair 
without God, totally unprepared for eternity.9 

Dear reader, God tells us in Genesis 6:3,  

My Spirit will not contend with man forever.  

Remember, God is very kind and patient. However, when 
a heart is persistently rebellious and unwilling to repent, 
this kindness cannot be of use to that  person. 

God says in Isaiah 55:6 that we should seek Him while 
He can still be found. When you still have the conviction 
of the Holy Spirit concerning sin and judgment, count 
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yourself blessed. That is God’s   unmerited favour to you.  
It is an open door for you to get His forgiveness.  Walk 
into it right away. It is the goodness of God that always 
draws you to Jesus Christ that you may be forgiven.   
Repentance cannot be initiated by us. It is God who starts 
it for our good.  We do not do God a favour by repenting; 
it is to our benefit.  

The word of God exhorts us not to despise the riches of 
His goodness and patience with us for this leads us to 
repentance.  God states it clearly in His word that He has 
loved us with an everlasting love. It is the  reason He 
draws us to Himself and this all is for our good.  

Isaiah 30:18 says,  

… the LORD longs to be gracious to you; he rises to 
show you compassion. For the LORD is a God of  justice. 
Blessed are all who wait for him! (Isaiah 30:18). 

Take this opportunity of repentance while it lasts.  Do not 
listen to people with discouraging talk; rather, listen to 
God.  He is God and you are but a human being.  Anyone 
who discourages you from repentance is an enemy of 
your soul, even when that person is very intimate to you.  
Do not heed to such counsel. 

Who Knows The Time of Departure? 

Probably this is not the first time you have received and 
experienced God’s invitation to accept His forgiveness 
and salvation through Jesus Christ.  Note that God will 
graciously give you a lifetime to make this most         
important decision of your life – just one lifetime whose 
end no one including you is aware of.    

A true story is told of Jim Croce, an admired musician-
songwriter of the early seventies who sang the famous 
hit, Time in a Bottle. This was a love song in which he 
wished he could save time in a bottle so as to spend it 
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later with his loved one.  The sad part of it all is that Jim 
Croce died before the song went on air. 

Someone said, “Don’t count every hour in the day, make 
every hour in the day count.” Heed these words for this 
could be your last hour! 

Some people postpone this decision all the time; do they 
have an idea that we are all ignorant about what the    
future holds? You could be four heartbeats away from 
eternity! This world is both a deadly stage and a place of 
divine opportunities.   

Friend, do not take chances with the eternal destiny of 
your soul. Let no achievement, blessings of wealth,    
relationship, fame, comfort, or luxury blind you.    

The most profound thing God has bestowed to all       
humankind is repentance and salvation. Do not ignore it.  
Hebrews 2:3 says,  

How shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? 
This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, 
was confirmed to us by those who heard him.  

You could be an atheist, completely cutting off God from 
your life. You have very sound reasons for your belief.  
Remember though that Jesus called the Devil the “father 
of lies” in John 8:44.   

This is one of the lies he has perpetuated for centuries, 
leading multitudes of souls to their eternal destruction.  
Satan lies to people yet he knows the truth about God.  
The Bible in James 2:19 states that demons believe God 
exists and shudder in horror. Yet people maintain Satan’s 
lie in their hearts. Slowly however, each day, each hour, 
each minute, each second, their lives are moving towards 
the end; all of us are, but are they ready to face the cer-
tainty that God is alive and well? 
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In 1883, at seventy three years of age, a man for whom 
testimony is given as having been a “good neighbour in 
many respects” passed away. Seven years prior to his 
death, the Spirit of God kept convicting and striving with 
him to repent and turn to Jesus Christ for the salvation of 
his soul. He rejected this offer and instead turned out to 
be a strong opposition to the cause of God. 

One day while the person who narrated this story was 
going to church, he saw the old man standing by the gate 
of his house and asked him to accompany him to church.   

The old man stretched out his hand and said, “Show me a 
hair on the palm of my hand and I will show you a  
Christian.”   

With such hardness of heart, this man rejected the       
salvation of his soul; yet, God was ready to give it to him 
free of charge. 

Time came and he fell ill so that he was on the verge of 
death. He became so conscious of the eternal destiny of 
his soul that he told a person he was with to “warn the 
world not to live as I have lived, and escape my woe!”   

Later a doctor visited and found him groaning. The    
doctor wondered why he behaved that way since the   
illness  was not that pain-inflicting.   

“Oh doctor,” the ill man said, “it is not the body but the 
soul that troubles me!”   

On the day he died, his room was filled with an awful 
presence. The dying man cried out, “Oh God, deliver me 
from that awful pit!” Fifteen minutes before his death, he 
mourned, “I am in the flames - pull me out, pull me out!”   

The one who witnessed this said, “It was an awful scene.  
It made an impression on me that I can never forget. I 
never want to witness such a scene again!”10 
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Since 1883 when this occurred, how many people have 
trodden the same path of this lost soul?  I do not know; 
what I know though is that God loves people and does 
not delight in any one perishing. In Ezekiel 18:32, He 
says,  

“I take no pleasure in the death of anyone,” declares the 
Sovereign LORD. “Repent and live!”  

The word has been spoken. It is the responsibility of man 
to obey.   

On the Contrary… 

On the contrary and with joy, it must be pointed out that 
there are Christians who also passed on in death and had 
very uplifting testimonies. They knew fully well whom 
they had believed and were at peace with their destiny.  
They had early in life learned that they did not have a 
good standing with God. They turned to God and        
repented; they endured the trials and temptations to turn 
back to evil; they spoke boldly about their belief in God 
even while leaving this world. They were confident, at 
peace and at rest.  God has allowed all of us to read such 
testimonies or even hear them first hand that we may 
learn to make wise choices.  

Dietrich Bonheoffer was a German theologian who was 
executed by Hitler’s men in 1945, just three weeks before 
Hitler committed suicide and one month before the end 
of World War II.  

He said to fellow prisoners before he was led away, 
“Please don't worry about me. This may be the end of my 
life, but it's really just the beginning for me.”11  

Dwight L. Moody, the famous preacher and founder of 
the Moody Bible Institute, while experiencing death said, 
"Is this dying?  Why this is bliss.  There is no valley.  I 
have been within the gates.  Earth is receding; Heaven is 
opening; God is calling; I must go.”12  
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His words remind me of the words Jesus spoke at the 
home of Lazarus. He said to the dead man’s sisters in 
John 11:25, 

"I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me 
will live, even though he dies” 

John Knox, the foremost leader of the Scottish            
reformation was asked on his deathbed, “Hast thou any 
hope?”  

Unable to speak, John Knox slowly lifted up his arm. 
With his index finger pointed heavenward, and with a 
peaceful countenance, he died13.  

My dear reader, you cannot afford to be undecided.    
Being undecided is also a decision. A decision to live a 
condemned life in this world and after death, a lost soul 
without hope. Therefore by the Spirit of God, whether 
you are a born-again Christian or not, I urge you to come 
to the cross and behold the mercy of God.  Do not just 
behold it, embrace it. Seek His mercy and forgiveness. 
Stay at the cross for all the days of your life.  Your days 
are numbered in God’s book and for each day, you need 
the cross and Jesus’ blood.  
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Chapter 3 
This is God’s Way 

† 
Acts 4:12 
 
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to men by which we must be 
saved. 

 

story is told of a Korean man who had two sons 
in the year AD 4. Through hard work and    
discipline, the older boy rose to become the 

Chief Justice of their country.  The younger of the two 
turned out to be an infamous robber.  The elder brother 
always tried in vain to convince his sibling to turn away 
from his evil lifestyle. Eventually the robber was caught 
and brought before his brother, the Chief Justice. This 
was a very difficult time for his brother.   

Being a law abiding and responsible citizen, everyone 
was looking to him to fulfil his role without compromise.  
There was however a problem: He loved his brother 
deeply. Humanely speaking, everyone in the courtroom 
expected the robber to be acquitted.  But at the end of the 
trial, the Chief Justice sentenced his own brother to death 
in accordance with the country’s law; there was over-
whelming evidence against him.   

On the day of the execution, the elder brother came to the 
prison and said to his brother, “Let’s exchange places.”   

A 
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The younger brother readily accepted. He reasoned that 
once the executioners realise that it was the Chief Justice, 
the execution would be called off.  On the day of       
execution, the robber went up on a hill to watch how eve-
rything would turn out.  His brother was brought out at 
dawn and to his horror, was executed.   

Filled with sorrow, he ran down the hill and told the 
guard his name and that he was the criminal who should 
have been executed.   

The guards said to him, “There is no sentence             
outstanding on anyone with that name!”14  

This is a story of how an innocent person, out of so much 
love became a substitute for a robber. There is no greater 
love than this. Who can love like this? Jesus Christ did it 
for you and me. He became a substitute for us.  It was us 
who were meant to suffer the disgrace of eternal       
damnation for our sins. He did not allow this to happen. 

Jesus accepted to take our punishment on the cross that 
we may be declared innocent, only if we believe in Him.  
What a loving person! Out of great love, the innocent son 
of God graciously stepped into our world, taught us how 
to live for God, became poor so that we may be rich, 
spoke boldly, and endured intense persecution, trials and 
tribulations for our sake.   

As a child He went to the temple, spoke and asked    
questions that baffled the religious leaders of that time 
(Luke 2:46-47). He rebuked those who thought He was 
on earth to give them food while forgetting that there was 
more to life than eating and drinking.  He rebuked those 
who thought life was just about amassing the wealth and 
riches of this world.   

He warned people against covetousness and lusts of all 
kinds and focused their attention to God Almighty and 
eternal things (Luke 12:14-21). He was so resolute that 
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He fervently prayed day and night with loud cries, sweat 
and tears to his Father who had the capacity to rescue our 
lives (Hebrews 5:7).  

He fasted for us, defeated the enemy, overcame every 
temptation, and withstood evil men with such a           
determination that could not be compromised. He  
wholeheartedly and sacrificially loved God, His  Father.  
He spoke boldly about his mission and at no one moment 
did He step down from his standard.  

He did this to show us how to live in this world with the 
eternal purposes of God on our minds. He wanted us to 
always live in total humility and obedience to God; at the 
end of it all, He willingly laid down his life in a horrible 
death.  He knew very well that without His sacrifice on 
the cross at Calvary, all of us would be declared guilty 
and condemned. 

We were meant to pay for our sins through the eternal 
suffering of our souls in hell had Jesus not stepped in our 
place as a substitute. All our sin was placed on Him 
(Isaiah 53:11).  God’s wrath was then unleashed on Him 
before He tasted death for everyone on earth including 
those who are yet to be born (Hebrews 2:9).  Romans 5:6 
says, 

You see, at just the right time, when we were still power-
less, Christ died for the ungodly.. 

Let us see how this happened as God revealed this    
moving and touching event through a vision to Bobby 
Conner. Below is an excerpt from his article, The Vision 
of Calvary’s Cross. (This account is in agreement with 
scripture as quoted therein). 

The Vision of Calvary’s Cross15  

The warm sunlight was softly spilling through the      
window into my office as I forced my attention away from 
the sweet spring day.  Sitting in my chair, I brought my 
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focus back to my opened Bible and an all-too-clean note-
pad which were resting on the deep, rich polished desk. I 
was in the process of preparing preaching notes on the 
subject of the cross of Christ. I had spoken on this subject 
many times before, but now I deeply desired something 
much fresher. I was not prepared for what was about to 
happen. My tranquil setting was about to change in a 
radical way. Pushing my chair forward, getting closer to 
the Scripture and my note paper, I began to pray, asking 
the Spirit of God to make the message of the cross real. I 
did not want to use just a bunch of words. I wanted the 
cross to be more than a mere message. I longed for   
people to hear the Words of Life. I wanted it to be    
something powerful that would transform our lives. So I 
began my prayer from a hungry heart.  

Suddenly without warning, faster than the speed of light, 
I was no longer sitting comfortably at my study. I was 
being carried by the Spirit of God through time and 
space. As Paul stated in the Scriptures, “if I was in the 
body or out of the body I do not know” (2 Corinthians 
12:3).  

Soon, I was set down in the busy streets of Jerusalem. I 
could hear the sounds of a mob.  I could feel an evil ex-
citement in the air that made my spirit very                 
uncomfortable. I was standing in a great crowd of     
people.  Looking into their faces, I noted that some were 
filled with sincere sadness and others with an evil grin.  
The next thing I knew, I was shoved aside by a big     
Roman soldier who cursed at me and yelled, "Get out of 
the way!"   

Then I looked and saw what the crowd had been   waiting 
for...Jesus bearing His cross (John 19:17). I could not 
believe my eyes!  

Never had I seen such a terrible sight. His entire face 
was covered with clotted, dried blood from wounds 
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caused by a crown of thorns, which looked more like  
razor-sharp spikes driven into His head. (Mathew 27:29).  
Each time His heart would beat, fresh dark blue-red 
blood would spurt between the spikes and thorns, run-
ning down His forehead and into His eyes, dripping to 
His chest and onto the dusty street. My mind was     
whirling. I thought, "this can't be happening; this      
happened years before."  

At that moment our eyes met, however, and I knew with-
out a doubt, it was real. Somehow, I had been carried to 
the crucifixion! It was no dream; I was there.  

Stunned, I staggered alongside the crowd, too shocked to 
speak, watching as Jesus was stumbling under the weight 
of the heavy cross.  The hot winds blowing dust from the 
street blew open the tears in His bloodstained clothes 
and I caught a glimpse of the wounds on His back and 
shoulders, deep, flesh-torn, gaping open. For a long time 
we made our way up the steep path outside the city wall. 
At long last we came to the top of the Hill of the Skull 
(Mathew 27:33). The mob stirred with excitement when 
the Lord was thrown down hard to the ground. Without a 
struggle He stretched out His arms.  

The air itself was so thick with the oppressing demon 
spirits that it was hard to breathe.  The smell of blood 
and body fluids was so strong that I was choking; and I 
could smell the strong stinking aroma of some type of 
liquor, or cheap ale, coming from the soldiers.  I heard 
the heavy thud of the hammer as it struck the spikes    
going into His hands and feet. The cross was lifted up 
very roughly and dropped in the hole. I heard a deep 
groan coming from the Lord's throat, as the entire weight 
of His body came against the spikes. I will never forget 
the sounds, sights, and smells of this moment. It seemed 
as if time had stopped. I don't know how long I was 
there; it seemed as if it was hours.  
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This was a place of no mercy! Yet the most merciful act 
was being accomplished. I will never forget the paradox 
of feelings - the Sinless and Guiltless dying as one guilty; 
the Perfect being spoiled by the spear and ravaged by the 
cross; the Righteous dying for the rebellious. 

As I lifted my eyes to behold Christ on the cross, the pain 
upon His face was more than my heart could bear; all the 
strength left my legs, and I felt my body thud against the 
ground. I struggled to get to my knees. Lifting my eyes, I 
again forced myself to behold the Lamb (John 1:29).   

I know now the meaning of the prophet's words, "And 
when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should de-
sire Him” (Isaiah 53:2).  

I can testify that His face was more disfigured than any I 
have ever seen (Isaiah 52:14b).  The pain that Jesus went 
through was much more than the cross. It was beyond 
any human words to describe.  His flesh was pale blue as 
He hung suspended between heaven and earth  making 
atonement for sinners such as I (Hebrews 2:17).  At that 
moment I could not begin to describe how horrible a sin-
ner I knew I was.  The words of the song came flooding 
into my heart - "When I survey the wondrous Cross on 
which the Prince of Glory died, my richest gains I count 
but loss and pour     contempt on all my pride." 

I could see the Lord as He struggled beneath the pain of 
the cross, and as He lifted His weight and breathed in to 
speak these words, "Father, forgive them for they don't 
know what they are doing” (Luke 23:24). 

Later, I heard the most horrible cry come from the 
parched, swollen, bleeding lips of our Lord ... this cry 
still rings in my ears to this very hour: "My God! My 
God! Why have You forsaken Me?” (Mathew 27:46).   

This question came from the very soul of the Son of God.  
For the very first time in all of eternity, the Son and the 
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Father are separated. This is the very first time Christ 
has ever referred to God other than Father. Why?      
Because now Christ has become what we are, He has 
taken upon Himself our sins. The Scripture states that 
God is of a purer eye than to look upon sin (Habakkuk 
2:13).  

So Father God turns His back to His Son, and Christ is 
forsaken of His Father. This is the pain that He had 
asked to be removed in the garden when He prayed, "Let 
this cup pass from me”(Mathew 26:39). He could not 
bear to think of Himself being abandoned by His Father.  
At this moment Christ is not dying as a Son, but rather as 
a sinner.  

As this happened, His heart was crushed as the Psalmist 
prophesied: "My heart is like wax, it has melted within 
me” (Psalm 22:14). 

Then with a loud cry Christ Jesus said, "Father into Your 
hands I commit my Spirit" (Luke 23:46), and His lifeless 
head falls limp upon His chest.  

The entire earth is spinning and shaking; there is this 
terrible darkness everywhere. I hear screams coming 
from the darkness, and suddenly I am aware that the cry 
is coming from my own lips. I am no longer at the foot of 
the cross; I am back in my office; but the cry and scream 
still echoes in my ears. My entire body is shaking and 
trembling.  

Note: Jesus Christ resurrected form the grave on the third 
day after this death (Mathew 28:6). 

This merciless death-on-the-cross event vividly        
demonstrated to us God’s eternal and total displeasure 
with sin. My dear reader, it was you and I that were 
meant to suffer this way and more, eternally. We are the 
guilty that deserve condemnation.  Out of eternal love for 
each of us, God decided to send His begotten Son to take 
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our punishment instead. He became the “Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).   

Think about this: He knew you even before you were 
born (Jeremiah 1:5).  So while this suffering was going 
on, Christ had you on His mind and heart.  He was fully 
determined to pour out His divine blood to save us from 
imminent eternal punishment.  He also thought about His 
enemies who were crucifying and insulting Him.  He had 
such an intense love and passion for them too!  Likewise 
He thought of the many who would accept Him, and 
those who would reject his sacrifice at Calvary and 
prayed for all of us. This way:  

Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing (Luke 23:34). 

This is the prayer that God answered for all who will  
believe in Jesus Christ. There is forgiveness for all who 
believe in Jesus Christ and repent of their sins. 

Remember the story of the Chief Justice and his brother?  
The robber appeared before the authorities expecting to 
be condemned; the guards rightly said, “There is no   
sentence outstanding on anyone with that name!”   

In the same way, God’s word in 2 Corinthians 5:21 says, 

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God.  

If you believe in Him and accept His offer of forgiveness, 
then, it does not matter how evil you have been. There 
will be “no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus” (Romans 8:1).   

When you appear before the authority in heaven, the 
Sovereign God Almighty will declare you “not guilty” 
because Jesus already took your punishment. Is that not a 
great blessing? Proverbs 18:24 says that there is a friend 



 

25 
 

who is closer than a brother. It is Jesus Christ who fits 
this description. He deserves all our honour and praise. 

My dear reader, there is no greater way God can       
demonstrate His love for you.  John 15:13 says,  

Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends.  

Jesus has done His best once and for all. It is now your 
responsibility to believe in Him, seek His forgiveness and 
wisely live the rest of your life in   holiness. 

Even the “Worst” are Welcome 

If the world seems to have rejected you, God has not. It 
matters to God that your life may have passed through a 
number of distressing experiences. This may have been 
caused by the people who should have loved and cared 
for you.  In such a situation, you may feel like a wasted, 
valueless and hopeless person, but you are not. 

One day I was listening to a speaker who made an inter-
esting illustration that turned around the way I thought 
about myself. Assuming you find a currency note on the 
roadside, would you pick it up? Yes of course. What 
would happen when the note was   wrinkled and probably 
not very clean?  In that state, would that note have lost its 
value?  Of course not; it will be as valuable as a fresh 
bill. So, whether you feel you have fallen so far away 
into sin, or think you are not worth God’s attention or 
you have passed through the hardest of times, or you feel 
total worthlessness, God still sees the value He placed in 
you. You are the reason Jesus Christ died on the cross. 
Your value is certainly beyond your understanding. 

The words and actions of human beings towards you are 
eternally unimportant in comparison to what God says 
and has already demonstrated at the cross for you. So, 
God who created you yearns to receive you as you are in 
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order to heal and restore your life to a joyful level you 
have never imagined.  

You may be angry with God, saying, “Why was I born? 
Why did God allow me to pass through all this if He truly 
loves me?”   

The bad behaviour of people towards you does not 
amount to the attitude of God towards you. Those are 
human choices for which the respective people will be 
accountable if they do not repent. Only know that God 
loves you and He will restore you if you willingly and 
wholeheartedly come to Him. 

Heaven is Ready to Receive You Too. 

Heaven is the destiny for all who by choice while still on 
earth, accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and personal   
saviour.   

According to God’s word, Jesus went to prepare special 
places for those who believe in Him (John 14:2b).   
However much one dreams or imagines, it is impossible 
to fully grasp what God has prepared for those who take 
this opportunity. What we can understand, even to a very 
small extent is what is  revealed in His Word. 

John gave an extensive description of heaven in        
Revelation 21. It is my intention to give a glimpse of the 
life to be experienced in heaven as revealed in the Word. 

Life in Heaven 

Souls in heaven will neither die nor experience pain,  
crying or sorrow again (Revelation 21:4). Every resident 
of heaven will live in perfect peace. There will be no 
more fear of disagreements, fighting, selfishness and  
disregard for other people. Redeemed souls will be like 
angles, neither given in marriage nor marrying (Mark 
12:25). 
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All of them will bless God and talk of the glory of His 
kingdom with none making them afraid (Micah 4:40). 
They will neither experience mistreatment nor hostility of 
any kind (Isaiah 60:18). Once they are with God, they 
will experience joy, justice and peace forever.  

Heaven, the dwelling place of the Holy God Almighty 
(Ecclesiastes 5:2), will be your home if you repent of 
your sins and thereafter live an obedient and surrendered 
life to God till the end of your life on earth. You will then 
become a citizen of heaven with rights and privileges 
(Philippians 3:20).   

It is a place prepared and built by God for those who are 
faithful to him (Hebrews 11:10, 16).  

There is unspeakable joy in heaven. Jesus said this      
interestingly while talking about a sinner repenting of 
sins (Luke 15:7). Secondly, heaven is full of wealth and 
riches.  In Luke 18:22, Jesus talked about this wonderful 
blessing. We all know that even if you had all the wealth 
of this world and lacked hope, you would be utterly   
miserable. One of the things that will add                    
incomprehensible pain and sadness to those who will be 
in hell is that fact that there will be no hope whatsoever 
of their fate changing. That is a state of eternal         
hopelessness that Jesus came to save you from.  But in 
heaven there is eternal hope (Colossians 1:5). There is a 
heavenly hope laid up for you when you believe.  

Thirdly, just as there is temporal power and authority 
here on earth, there is power and authority in heaven too 
(Mathew 28:18).   

Heaven is also a place of rewards and recognition. Here 
on earth, people work and are rewarded. People will be 
rewarded in heaven for the good they did while still alive 
in this life (Mathew 5:12).   
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Interestingly there will be food in heaven. In John 6: 31, 
Jesus clearly points out this truth that is a question of 
many.   

I want to be there; what about you? Take this opportunity 
to live a repentant life. Jesus is waiting with his arms 
wide open to receive and forgive you, however far you 
have fallen into sin.  Come! 

After reading this very small picture of what heaven is 
like, are you not excited? I however wish to share this 
faithful Word of God about who will enter heaven. In 
Revelation 21:27, God clearly states that, 

Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who 
does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose 
names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

Like any other human, you cannot meet this standard in 
order to enter heaven. This is where repentance is abso-
lutely necessary.  After repenting, the blood of Jesus will 
cleanse you (1 John 1:7).  Just trust in His work on the 
cross for you.    

Do you see this privilege placed before you? What an 
opportunity! The two time Golden Globe winner, Jim 
Carrey said,  

“Life opens up opportunities to you, and you either take 
them or you stay afraid of taking them.”16  

In this case, it is God who has opened up an                
extraordinary divine opportunity for you. Will you take 
it? 

To show that you value your soul, the most important 
step you have to make is to come to God in repentance 
and receive His forgiveness for all your sins. Thereafter, 
live a life that demonstrates that you met Christ at the 
cross.  If you are born-again, it is critical that you work 
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out your salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians 
2:12).   

God constantly demands from us the need to come to the 
cross and be cleansed off all our filth and sin. For every 
human being, this is essential. It is the only escape route 
that God has put in place for us. No  person can or will 
inherit the kingdom of God, enter the gates of heaven 
where the Holy God Almighty dwells without             
deliberately bringing his or her soul to the cross and   
receiving free salvation (John 3:16). This is God’s way; 
there is no other way out. 
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Chapter 4 
Divine Opportunity Ignored 

† 
 

2 Corinthians 4:18 
 
... fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is        
unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is    
unseen is eternal. 
 

et us get back to the cross.  While Jesus was  
being humiliated and killed, He also thought 
about those who would be given the opportunity 

of the cross and reject it, only to end up in eternal       
destruction, and this must have hurt Him the more. 

Think about it: this very moment someone is dying;    
Dying is an expected event but where is his or her soul 
going?  It must be a painful thing to God to see the very 
people Jesus died for ending up in eternal destruction.   

I believe that if He reveals this pain to our hearts, we will 
run off to the streets and start witnessing to the lost with 
passion and great love. All of us would  immediately turn 
to God in prayer, supplications and thanksgiving for what 
He did for each of us who believe in Him. We would  
rebuke one another in love and run the race placed before 
us with passion and the honour of God.  Christians would 
not consider the ridicule and persecution of men as a  
hindrance; we would seek His face with such fervency 
for lost and dying souls. We would forget our                   
denominational differences and arguments about “who is 
right and who is wrong” and run out to do His will with 
love, passion, great care for the sick, prisoners, broken 

L
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hearted, naked, widows, orphans, the grieving and the 
hungry. Yes, we would truly “be” the Body of Christ that 
resists sin; speaks boldly the word of righteousness;    
repentance; death; hell and heaven.  

This cruel death on the cross is the only available        
solution for man to survive the wrath of our Holy God 
against sin. 

Why does God feel Sad for a Dying and Lost Soul? 

First of all, He passionately desires everyone including 
you to be part of His family for,  

... his unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into 
his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus 
Christ (Ephesians 1:5 NLT).   

It hurts Him because He is a very relational and loving 
God who has a rich and glorious inheritance for His  
people who trust in the death of His Son (Ephesians 
1:18b).   

Secondly and most disturbing is that the price for your 
punishment was already laid on Jesus. 

It is saddening that when you do not believe in this free 
gift, you have to endure eternal punishment (2           
Thessalonians 1:8-9).  The word of God says that if you 
only believe, you will be restored to friendship with God 
by the death of His Son so as to,  

... certainly be delivered from eternal punishment by his 
life” (Romans 5:10 NLT). 

If only you believe and daily live your life in honour of 
His word, your life will end up in peace and eternal joy. 

My dear reader, could it be true that you have lived all 
these years without seriously considering the love of God 
demonstrated on the cross, and how it realistically relates 
to your soul?  
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Lost Forever! 

I honestly cannot understand the feelings people who die 
without repenting their sins have, when the door of death 
closes and the eternal chapter of their lives begins. What 
I can confidently discuss is simply what God’s word   
reveals in the scriptures. Kindly walk with me through 
this journey of reflection as we   ponder on this matter. 

A Glimpse of a Soul in Eternity 

Jesus discussed this subject of eternal life and eternal 
punishment in the story of the Lazarus and the Rich man 
found in Luke 16:19-31. In this story He shows that after 
death, one’s soul either goes in to a place of peace and 
joy, or to a place of torment and eternal regret. You 
might have read this scripture before; I urge you to do so 
again.   

There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine 
linen and lived in luxury every day. At his gate was laid a 
beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing 
to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs 
came and licked his sores.  

The time came when the beggar died and the angels car-
ried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and 
was buried. In Hades, where he was in torment, he 
looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by 
his side.  

So he called to him, “Father Abraham, have pity on me 
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and 
cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.” 

But Abraham replied, “Son, remember that in your     
lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus 
received bad things, but now he is comforted here and 
you are in agony.  And besides all this, between us and 
you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those 
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who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone 
cross over from there to us.”  

The rich man  answered, “Then I beg you father, send 
Lazarus to my family, for I have five brothers. Let him 
warn them, so that they will not also come to this place 
of torment.” 

Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the Prophets; 
let them listen to them.” 

“No, father Abraham,” he said, “but if someone from the 
dead goes to them, they will repent.”  

Abraham said to him, ”If they do not listen to Moses and 
the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone 
rises from the dead.”  

There is a time to die, for both the rich and poor. Death is 
not the end of life. The soul lives on even after physical 
death. To choose repentance leads to peace; to ignore it 
leads to torment.   

From the rich man’s words, repentance is required of all 
people living on earth. The rich man has learned this very 
late! Formerly rich, he cannot now afford even a drop of 
water!  Why? By not repenting while still on earth, he 
made a choice to pay fully for his sins.  One of the    
eternal wages for sin is eternal thirst for it is written, 

… my people have gone into captivity, because they have 
no knowledge; their honourable men are famished, and 
their multitude dried up with thirst (Isaiah 5:13 KJV). 

Remember Jesus was thirsty and no one gave Him water 
even though he created it; He carried our thirst so that we 
may have the living water (John 7:38). When He was 
paying for our sins,  the full wrath of God against sin was 
poured on Him.  When you accept Him, you will never 
thirst again. Rivers of living waters will flow from your 
bellies. When you reject Him and embrace sin, your 
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tongue will be parched with thirst and not even a drop of 
water will be given to you (Luke 16:24).  These words 
are faithful and true just as God has declared them. 

You will do well to turn away from sin and hunger    
consistently after righteousness and purity. Our only 
hope lies in Jesus Christ because,  

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to mankind by which we must 
be saved (Acts 4:12).   

You can repent only while you are still alive.  Your hope 
for life eternal is alive now. Walk into it!          

Although the tormented soul in the story of Lazarus and 
the Rich man is in unbearable torment, his heart goes out 
to his five brothers still on earth.  He knows that if they 
die without repentance, they will certainly end up in the 
awful place where he is. People on earth consider him 
dead, buried and  probably resting but he is not. He is in a 
place where he will never escape; never return to earth; 
never receive mercy from God; never again fellowship 
with people; there is only torment and sorrow forever! 

Is it really forever?  Yes, forever!  Pause a bit and reflect 
on this word – “forever”; what does it mean to this soul?  
Let us reflect on this subject using a story I once read that 
completely challenged my understanding of eternity. 

The Shepherd Boy 

Once upon a time there was a little shepherd boy who 
had earned the reputation as being mentally smart. Folks 
said that he had an answer for just about everything.   

One day, the king heard about this and called for the boy.  
He wanted to find out for himself whether a mere      
shepherd boy could be that smart. 
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When the boy appeared before him, the king told him that 
if he answered three questions, he should henceforth live 
in comfort in the palace and be as his own son. 

"What are your questions, Sire?" the boy asked. 

The king replied, "First tell me how many drops of water 
there are in the ocean.” 

The boy thought for a moment and said, "Sire, have every 
river in the world dammed so that no drop can run off 
into the ocean before I have counted it, then I will tell 
you how many drops of water there are in the ocean." 

The king said, "The second question is: how many stars 
are there in the heavens?”  

The boy asked for a huge sheet of white paper, a quill 
pen and a pot of ink.  He then proceeded to dot the paper 
with one fine dot almost on top of the other until the 
whole sheet of paper was covered.  This he took to the 
king and told him that after he had the dots counted, he 
would know how many stars there were in the heavens. 
But that was a feat no one was able to  accomplish. Look-
ing at the paper made everyone quite dizzy.  

The king asked the child one more question, "How many 
seconds are there in eternity?”  

The boy replied, "In the hinterlands of Pomerania, there 
is a mountain made of the hardest diamond. It is one 
hour deep into the earth, one hour up toward the sky, one 
hour long and one hour wide. To this mountain comes a 
little bird, once every hundred years, to sharpen its beak.  
And when this bird has worn away the whole mountain, 
the first second of eternity has passed.” 17 

I hope you have grasped the truth behind this story:    
eternity is forever! Imagine being forever lost, forever in 
pain, hungry, ignored and without peace!  
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What goes on in the mind of this soul that died without 
God and is in punishment forever? This poor soul will 
forever be remorseful and bitter with itself.  It recalls  
opportunity after opportunity to humble itself and turn to 
God that it rejected.  It rejected God probably because of 
peer influence or simply because it did not consider    
repentance as an important act. Its conscience will keep 
reminding it, “I told you to repent while still alive. You 
never heeded me!  Do you remember the countless      
opportunities given to you? Do you remember when you 
laughed and scorned at the preachers?”  

Salvation was free of charge and within reach, now it is 
forever unreachable! This soul made a conscious decision 
to ignore salvation and this was an eternal mistake with 
an irreversible consequence.   

Hope is abundantly available only when you are still 
alive on earth. The grace of God is abundant to forgive 
and restore whoever repents for it is written,  

… the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If 
we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness (1John 1:7-9). 

God created this man’s heart to receive love and to give 
it, but forever, he shall have nothing to love and no one 
to love him; there will be no one to care for him.   

Unlike in heaven where there is fellowship and love,  
everyone in this part of eternity is consumed by his or her 
own misery. There will be no one to talk to; there will be 
no one to share with his overwhelming sorrow, agony 
and rejection. Having enjoyed the pleasures of this world 
to the full, the soul learns rather late that the pursuit of 
such pleasures was all a waste of time.  This reminds me 
about the famous Guy de Maupassant (1850 – 1893). 
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Guy de Maupassant was a celebrated short story French 
author who hated religion, contracted syphilis and tried to 
commit suicide by cutting his own throat. It is said    
“critics praised him, men admired him, and women 
adored him.” He died at forty two years  having written 
this for all to read: “I have coveted everything, found 
pleasure in nothing!”18 

Guy was right. True pleasure cannot be got from all these 
pursuits. We can use God given talent to make a name 
for ourselves, be greatly admired by the whole world, run 
after, and easily access all the pleasures of this world. 
Yet, without giving our lives fully to God through faith in 
Jesus Christ, we shall waste away and leave this world 
empty and full of regrets. This is the hollow life God is 
drawing you away from. He does this because He loves 
you so much.  There is no one with greater love than this 
to warn His friends about what lies beyond the grave!  
Remember, Satan will never warn you and neither will 
your body.  

Life’s greatest priority is to reconcile with God and live 
in obedience to His word.  This lost soul had that oppor-
tunity and ignored it; probably it scorned at it as being 
worthless. Focus was put on pursuing the pleasures of 
this world, the pride of life and lusts of all kinds.  All that 
was of no eternal value - what a misery!   

While still on earth, the soul probably excelled in     
learning, friendship, love, wealth, business and forgot 
God. Now all those accomplishments are useless – a  
vanity of vanities!  

This soul longs to die and escape the torment of hell 
since its salvation is unreachable but what it is            
experiencing is the second death (Revelation 2:11) Sadly, 
this  is the state it shall be in throughout eternity!   
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Seek the Eternal 

How is it that the riches accumulated on earth cannot be 
of help at this greatest time of need? Where did the riches 
go?  What was their true value?  What about the honour 
and fame it had while still on earth?  Of what use was it?  
God’s word encourages us to, 

...  fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is un-
seen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen 
is eternal (2 Corinthians 4:18). 

All that our eyes can see is temporary. Starting from our 
physical bodies, business properties, magnificent     
buildings, oceans, beautiful sceneries, majestic        
mountains, handsome men, gorgeous ladies, and        
marriage;  this massive earth and all we see in it is      
temporary. Beautiful or not, expensive or cheap,        
treasured or ordinary; all is temporary.  

In my country, our daily newspapers report varied stories 
of land-grabbers and thieves of public funds whose     
appetite is unquenchable.  We are surrounded by property 
tycoons who spend sleepless nights worrying about the 
security of their investments and profits.  This is a    
common tragedy of mankind. If only people knew, it 
would be unthinkable to give an entire lifetime to    
amassing temporary glory and wealth. If you are        
diligently living your life to attain such temporary things, 
it is important that you do a deep soul-search and make 
better choices.  At the end of it all, they are of no eternal 
value.  

So why are the closest friends of the tormented soul   
nowhere to share his anguish?  Where are the acquaint-
ances that dissuaded him from obeying the living God? 
All that was required while he was alive was to take   
seriously the death of Jesus Christ on the cross by       
repenting of his sins and receiving forgiveness at no cost. 
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It is now unbearable that the formerly neglected God is 
earnestly sought after. Sadly, it is too late!   

God said that all people must seek him while He may still 
be found (Isaiah 55:6).  He cannot be found after death.  
One must find him while still alive on earth. You are still 
alive; what an opportunity to take.  

While still on earth, this man’s soul scorned and  rejected 
life, now he is desperate for it. Life is so precious that 
whoever has it should hand it back to God and never 
waste it.  I have heard of people   committing suicide  
because they lost a relationship or property.   

In 2012, one Gonza Nanteza, a married woman caught 
her husband in bed with another woman.  Instead of the 
man being remorseful, he hit her!  What followed was 
unbelievable: Gonza jumped over a cliff into Lake     
Victoria with her six month old baby!19  If one does not 
know where his or her soul is going after death, they can 
easily make such tragic decisions. How is it that we 
sometimes sacrifice our souls for temporary things?  We 
may assume our act of suicide will relieve us from the 
pains and disappointments of this life, only to learn that it 
is far from the truth. Our souls end up in an eternal world 
of total and eternal misery. What a poor choice for one’s 
soul!  

You must be sure of the decisions you take.  Make no 
mistakes and take no chances. Whoever receives and 
obeys Jesus Christ has life and whoever does not, abides 
in death (1 John 5:12).  You can be sure that whoever 
rejects him is at an eternal loss by choice.   

I bet that this tormented and lost soul would be willing to 
do anything to escape the horrors of damnation but it is 
impossible. Famous American evangelist Charles 
Spurgeon said, 
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“On every chain in hell is written – “forever.” If I could 
tell you that one day the fires of hell will burn out and 
that the lost might be saved, there would be rejoicing in 
hell at the very thought - but it cannot be. So forever 
damned, forever cast into outer darkness No hope, no 
escape – forever!”20  

Payment for sins was made by Jesus Christ and each soul 
should yield to Him while still living.  The human soul 
cannot be saved by any other method; it has to be God’s 
way. This chance is abundantly available now on earth.  
You have to escape through Jesus while still alive. In hell 
there is no more opportunity to receive pardon. No more 
hope. Hell is as eternal as heaven.   

I once read a story of seven Colombian youths to whom 
the Lord Jesus graciously revealed Himself. He then led 
them to hell and heaven with the intention that they 
would come back to testify to the living. Part of the tes-
timony reads:  

Among those millions and millions of people, the Lord 
allowed us to focus on one man whose body was half way 
submerged in the lake of fire. The Lord let us understand 
and know his thoughts. 

The name of that man was Mark.  We were amazed by the 
things this man said to himself, in his thoughts. We 
learned an eternal lesson when we heard the following 
thoughts: "I would give anything to be in your place now! 
I would give anything to go back to the earth just for one 
minute. I wouldn't care if I were the most miserable, most 
sick, most hated, or the poorest man in the world; I 
would give anything to go back!  Just for one minute on 
the earth."  

The Lord Jesus was holding my hand. He replied to 
Mark's thoughts saying, "Mark, why would you like to 
come back to the earth even for just one single        
minute?"   
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With a crying and tormented voice, he told Jesus, "Lord! 
I would give anything to go back to the earth just for one 
single minute simply to repent and be saved."  

When the Lord heard what Mark had said, I saw blood 
come from Jesus' wounds and tears filled His eyes as He 
said, "Mark, it is too late for you! Worms are set for 
your bed and worms will cover you" (Isaiah 14:11).   

When the Lord said this to him, Mark sank in the lake 
forever.  Sadly, all those souls have no more hope.  Only 
we on earth have the chance to repent today and go to 
heaven with our Lord Jesus Christ21 

Someone said, “If only! Those must be the two saddest 
words in the world!”  You do not have to reach this level 
in eternity. You will be in eternity one day, but God 
wants you full of peace and joy.  It is His desire. The  
decision is yours. Do not enthusiastically pursue the same 
path which led others to hell. Where your feet are leading 
will be your destiny.  I earnestly urge you in the name of 
Jesus to escape. Run to God now, otherwise you will not 
escape the same torment! Think deeply about these 
things.  

If you are genuinely reading this book with an open and 
willing heart, God’s Spirit is already burning in your 
heart.  It is Him convicting you of sin and  judgment. It is 
Him trying to woo you and soften your heart to receive 
His mercy. I urge you to yield to Him. All this is for your 
good.   

In case you continually reject this free offer, evil will 
continue taking a tighter grip of your heart, making it 
more difficult for you to yield. In that state your soul will 
increasingly get into the danger zone. You will then 
reach a point of no return. Time is ticking on, the end is 
near, and Christ is coming back soon!  How will He find 
your soul? Will he find it dressed, clean, washed in His 
blood and ready to meet and stand   before Him?  Now is 
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the time and not tomorrow, to reach out to Him that He 
may reach out to your soul? Do not postpone eternal 
things.  Martin Luther King Jr once wisely said, "How 
soon? ‘not now’ become ‘never!’” There is hope now. 
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Chapter 5 
The Battle for Your Destiny 

† 
 

Ezekiel 18:32 
 
... I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the 
Sovereign Lord. Repent and live. 

 

y duty in this book is to do what God has         
commanded in His word. I am a watchman 
who sees the sword fiercely coming to take 

your life.  The word of this book is the trumpet blast that 
you may listen to and quickly repent, turn to God and be 
forgiven. Without this simple task on your part, the 
sword will surely take your life and your blood will sadly 
be your responsibility. 

God’s word in Ezekiel 33:2-6 states it this way: 

Son of man, speak to your people and say to them: 
“When I bring the sword against a land, and the   people 
of the land choose one of their men and make him their 
watchman, and he sees the sword coming against the 
land and blows the trumpet to warn the people, then if 
anyone hears the trumpet but does not heed the warning 
and the sword comes and takes their life, their blood will 
be on their own head.  Since they heard the sound of the 
trumpet but did not heed the warning, their blood will be 
on their own head. If they had heeded the warning, they 
would have saved themselves ...” 

M 
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“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the     
people…; so hear the word I speak and give them     
warning from me.  When I say to the wicked, ‘You wicked 
person, you will surely die,’ and you do not speak out to 
dissuade them from their ways, that wicked person will 
die for their sin, and I will hold you accountable for their 
blood. But if you do warn the wicked person to turn from 
their ways and they do not do so, they will die for their 
sin, though you yourself will be saved.”  

This world you are living in is therefore a world of 
choices. It is also a vicious battlefield for your soul.  
Forces of evil and good are at work daily even when you 
are asleep, seeking to take hold of your soul for eternity.   

In our world today, there are many arguments for and 
against God and His word.  I am sure that you have had 
opportunities of hearing and probably participated in 
some of them.  What is true however is that your soul is 
the target of all that discussion - either to bring you to the 
side of God (for your good) or to the side of Satan, for 
your eternal loss!  Please follow the ‘conversation’     
below. 

The “Conversation” 

Satan: Since the fall of Adam, it has always been easy 
for me to deceive man. I will tell as many as I can that 
God doesn’t exist. Once they believe that, they will let 
their guard down. They will never be careful with their 
lives. They will know their lives are not accountable to 
you and so I will take many with me to eternal destruc-
tion.  

God: My Word truly describes you as a father of lies 
(John 8:44). You are the evil one (John 17:15). You 
never get tired of sinning.  Right from the beginning you 
have been sinning. The reason My Son appeared was to 
destroy your works (1 John 3:8). You are a master of  
deceit and an enemy of whatever is right (Acts 13:10), 
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full of all kinds of deceit and trickery and never stopping 
to pervert my right ways (2 Corinthians 11:3). You are 
the ancient serpent; cunning and leading people astray 
from sincere and pure devotion to Christ their Saviour 
(Revelation 12:9).  Yes you lead the whole world astray.  
You were hurled out of my heaven with your angels      
because of evil that was found in you. You are a       
murderer, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in 
you. When you lie, you speak your native language for 
you are a liar and the father of lies  (John 8:44).  

I love human beings so much that I gave my only       
begotten Son to them that whosoever believes in Him 
should have everlasting life (John 3:16). It will not be 
easy for your lie to take root. My Spirit is on the earth to 
teach and guide human beings in all truth. This is the 
truth that will overcome you. In my word it is clearly 
written that,  

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God” (Psalm 
14:1).   

Despite your lies, I love them with an everlasting love 
and so I have given them My Word and my Spirit to 
teach, empower and guide them.   

Satan: However much I try, some will still believe that 
you exist. To those, I will simply say that you are so kind 
that you cannot destroy the very people you love. I will 
just prove to them that you cannot throw evil doers in the 
eternal flames of hell.  

God:  They will believe you only if they see things from 
a human perspective. I do not live by human standards. 
My ways are higher than human ways (Isaiah 55:9). I 
created them so that they may live by my standard of  
holiness. I have said in My Word that they should be 
holy for I am holy (1Peter 1:16). The soft messages that 
some of their church leaders teach were not spoken by 
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My Son Jesus Christ.  He confronted sin in the face and 
declared openly the danger of sinning.   

In 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9, it is clearly written that I will 
punish those who do not know Me and do not obey the 
gospel of My Son. They will be punished with            
everlasting destruction and shut out from My presence 
and from the glory of My might! My Word clearly shows 
how I will do the same to every soul that follows after sin 
and wickedness. If I did not spare you and the angels that 
sinned, but sent all of you to hell, putting those angels in 
chains of darkness to be held for   judgment;  if I did not 
spare the ancient world when I brought the flood on its 
ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of   
righteousness, and seven others; if I condemned the cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and 
made them an example of what is going to happen to the 
ungodly;  and if I rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was 
distressed by the depraved   conduct of the lawless  (for 
that righteous man, living among them day after day, was 
tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he 
saw and heard) —  if this is so, then I know how to     
rescue those who love Me from trials and to hold the  
unrighteous for punishment on the day of judgment.  This 
is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire 
of the flesh and despise  authority (2 Peter 2:4-10). They 
have a choice to make. 

Any discerning human being who really wants to learn 
and save his soul will tell the difference between your 
lies and My Word. I will help them in this. For without 
me, they cannot overcome you (John 15:5).   

My Word is clear. In the past I overlooked people's     
ignorance about these things but now I command       
everyone everywhere to repent of their sins (Acts 17:30). 
I forgive all that repent and cleanse them from all        
unrighteousness. I mean it – all their unrighteousness 
(1John 1:9). 
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But know this: I will be very patient with all of them. I 
patiently wait for the wicked to forsake his way and the 
evil man his thoughts. If they turn to Me, I will have 
mercy on them. I will freely pardon (Isaiah 55:7). I am 
not slow in keeping My promise, as some understand 
slowness. I am patient with all of them, not wanting  
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance (2 
Peter 3:9). As surely as I live, I take no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their 
ways and live (Ezekiel 33:11). Those who love Me will 
not believe you.  They will find rest for their souls. 

Satan: Simple! Then I will tell them that they are good 
enough for heaven. Their righteousness is enough to earn 
them salvation for their souls. They do not have to worry. 

God: In My word, it is written that all people have      
become like one who is unclean, and all their righteous 
acts are like filthy rags; they all shrivel up like a leaf, and 
like the wind, their sins sweep them away (Isaiah 64:6).  
They all need Jesus, for He is the Way, the Truth and the 
Life (John 14:6). My salvation is found in no other     
person (Acts 4:12). I will teach, and convict them of 
righteousness and judgment. This will help many of them 
to believe in the truth. I gave them a free will to make a 
choice regarding this matter also. 

Satan: Well, I will then tell them that once they die, that 
will mark the end of their lives! I will convince them that 
they have a soul that is not created in your image; a soul 
which ceases to be once they die. They then do not have 
to think about their resurrection. With this, they will be 
careless with their lives and then I will drag them to hell 
forever! 

God: Don’t people on earth have My Spirit to open the 
mind of their understanding?  He is on the planet earth 
working daily to reveal My will to them.  It is written in 
My word very plainly that, 
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Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: 
some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting 
contempt (Daniel 12:2).  

 Jesus Christ also warned them saying, 

“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but   cannot 
kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can      
destroy both soul and body in hell” (Mathew 10:28).   

This scripture will show them that a murderer can only 
kill the physical body. Jesus told them not to fear such 
people.  He then shows them whom to  fear - Me!  Why?  
I can destroy both the body and soul in hell!  My word 
clearly affirms that it is a dreadful thing to fall into My 
hands for I am a consuming fire! (Hebrews 10:31). Your 
lies will go on and on and come to an end when I throw 
you in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10). My truth is 
firmly established in heaven (Psalm: 119:89). Blessed is 
the man who holds onto it. Mankind has a choice to 
make. Whether to believe your lies or take My Word that 
can save their souls. 
 
Something to Think About 
 
God is indeed good.  In His word, He says, 

“… I take no pleasure in the death of anyone,” declares 
the Sovereign Lord. “Repent and live!”   (Ezekiel 18:32). 

These are the very Words of God who created you and 
me. It is His nature to love people and be merciful. 
Therefore it delights Him more if people turn away from 
evil and find His mercy. And as you may be probably 
aware, He gives each of us a whole lifetime to make the 
decisions regarding our destiny. Will you embrace this 
opportunity? 
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Chapter 6 
Eternal Exchange 

† 
 
1 John 2:15-16 
  

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone 
loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. For 
everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father 
but from the world.  

 

t is possible that you may be living your life either 
unaware that you have an eternal soul that is very 
precious and that can be eternally lost. Perhaps, you 

have intentionally ignored this fact altogether. Like the 
king mentioned at the beginning of this book, you may be 
investing much of your time, money, and knowledge  
pursuing temporary and eternally unreliable things. Like 
one chasing after the wind, you have run around all your 
lifetime on earth following after goals that have neither 
satisfied you nor prepared you for eternity. This implies 
that your soul is ignored yet it is the most important part 
of you.  

One main tendency we have as human beings is to focus 
on our physical bodies, entertainment, pleasure, and  
various lusts that our physical bodies demand.  

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ reminded believers that 
all of us live in the tent of this body (2 Peter 1:13).  

I 
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Indeed, Peter referred to his physical body as a tent. The 
body itself noticeably declares this fact to us through the 
years we are on earth. There is always a time when the 
body is young, supple and full of life.  I remember that in 
my youthful days, I was full of energy and vitality. I   
enjoyed walking very long distances without much strain.  
The body responded to every demand with ease.  As I get 
older and my skin begins getting loose, my eyes fail and I 
cannot any longer run with that energy, passion and    
vitality. So I begin meditating on the message my body is   
giving me: 

You are on a long journey to eternity.  I have carried you 
for a long time now and my time is almost out!  I feel like 
going back to the soil where I came from. The Bible tells 
you clearly that I am dust and will return to the dust 
where I came from (Genesis: 3:19). Please allow me to 
rest more. Do not drive me so hard like you did when I 
was still young, fresh and free. At that time, I could take 
risks for you, but now, it is too risky for me to do that. 

Does your body tell you the same thing?  If it does not, 
wait; it is a matter of time.   

That body you lavishly pamper with makeup, expensive 
clothes, cosmetics, and the like, is what God calls “a 
tent”. That tent is designed for temporal use in this    
temporal world; this is the key point: it does not         
constitute who you really are. The person in the tent is 
the real being.  In fact the Bible says that when the spirit 
leaves the body, one dies (James 2:26). 

In some parts of rural East Africa, when one is killed by 
the roadside and the relatives of the deceased delay to 
pick the body lying unattended, all passers-by throw 
leaves on the body. In a way they are saying, “it is now 
worthless!”   

You and I know that it is always critical to bury quickly 
an untreated body because it quickly degenerates and 
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make life uncomfortable for the living. All over the 
world, this happens to the beautiful and ugly alike.   

Sarah, Abraham’s wife was very beautiful even at an ad-
vanced age above seventy-five. The scriptures record that 
Abraham feared that possible admirers would kill him 
once they discovered that he was Sarah’s husband  
(Genesis 12: 13-15). At that age and yet men are willing 
to kill her husband and take her? Wow! The beauty 
queens of this century would all honour her. But when 
Sarah died, Abraham told the foreigners in whose land he 
was, “... give me property for a burial place among you 
that I may bury my dead out of my sight” (Genesis 23:4 
NKJV). 

Sarah’s body was no longer appealing to Abraham to 
look at. It was dead. Abraham knew Sarah was no longer 
in that tent. 

A Prisoner of His Own Appetites 

In the fourteenth century, there lived a duke in the now 
Belgium who was grossly overweight. He was          
nicknamed in Latin, Crassus which means “fat.” His 
brother Edward had a violent quarrel with him and     
successfully led a revolution against him.  After captur-
ing Crassus, he did not kill him but built a room around 
him in the Nieuwkerk Castle.   

Edward promised him that he could regain his title of 
‘Duke’ and property as soon as he was able to leave the 
room.  The room had several open windows and a door.  
It would be very easy for any person to escape from such 
a place. The problem was that Crassus was too fat to pass 
through any of these escape routes. All he needed to do 
was to lose weight and walk to freedom. But Edward 
knew that his older brother Crassus could not control his 
appetite for food. So each day, he sent to him a variety of 
delicious foods. Can you guess what happened? You 
probably guessed right. Crassus grew fatter!   
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When Duke Edward was accused of being cruel, he 
rightly replied, “My brother is not a prisoner.  He may 
leave when he so wills!”   

Crassus stayed in that room for ten years until Edward 
died in battle.  By the time he was released, his health 
was so bad that he died within a year … a prisoner of his 
own appetite.22  

Investment in a Tent? 

This true story looks farfetched in as much as it relates to 
us, but truly so many people are in this trap of appetites. 
Do you think Crassus ever understood that the body 
whose lusts he greedily fed daily was temporal? Why did 
he continually feed the very thing that would kill him? 
Did he ever learn that he was feeding the tent? Crassus 
had a soul, did he ever think about it?  Opportunities for 
escape were everywhere, if only he had sacrificed the 
longings of his body. Poor fellow; he never learned to 
ignore the lusts of his physical body for the sake of his 
escape from captivity.  

Without the help of God, we all have bodily lusts that 
have the potential of destroying our lives. They vary 
from person to person. Like Crassus, satisfying those 
lusts has no benefit at all. 

Dear reader, could you be investing in your tent when the 
real you is slowly dying?   

That tent is designed by God to carry you around in this 
world. As long as He decides you are not any longer 
needed in this world, you will get out of it and it will be 
buried.  

From what you have read so far, it should be clear that 
your physical body is not necessarily your friend. It is a 
servant which has its own appetites. Sadly, its appetites 
are contrary to what God planned for you.   
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That servant can even carry you to the most shocking of 
places such as brothels, shrines of witchcraft and all sorts 
of evil areas. You should always remember that it is a 
tent and not the real you. Do you realise that the body is 
not very responsive when you wish to come to church to 
worship and honour your Creator? It can well go to 
church once in a while but speak blasphemies with ease.  
Its mouth can praise God this Sunday yet curse a 
neighbour in the next few minutes. Prayer and fasting is 
such hard work for it that it has to keep impatiently in 
that session. It demands for sex, which is a normal   
blessing from God when done in the context of marriage, 
but if not controlled, it can send you into excesses like,          
fornication, adultery, prostitution, masturbation,          
lesbianism, bestiality and homosexuality. 

There is no limit to what bodily lust can lead to.  I knew a 
man who had a beautiful wife and was in a “stable”    
marriage. One morning, his wife found him outside their 
house, mounting their cow!   

Wait!  Before we “stone” this man, is there any lust to 
which you are a prisoner?     

Watch Your Eyes Too! 

I wish to discuss a few obvious places in our bodies that 
deeply affect our lives. 

Jesus said that our eyes are the lamp to our bodies 
(Mathew 6:22). This is a profound statement and yet  
enemy has ‘worked closely’ with us to destroy lives 
through the lust of the eyes - a kind of bodily desire that 
cannot be satisfied (Proverbs 27:20).   

Have you ever wondered why some of our sisters,   
mothers and daughters dress the way they do these days?  
I see some of these beautiful people walking almost    
naked. Dress that exposes their privacy is both a sin and 
disgrace to the image of God.  
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Think deeply about these questions; if Jesus Christ the 
Son of God were to dress in such a manner and walk on 
our streets, who would honour Him?  Who would believe 
He is God?  Remember we were created in God’s        
image. We must honour that image even through the way 
we dress (1Corithians 6:19-20). 

From the beginning, it has always been the desire of   
Satan to expose the nakedness of man. In the Garden of 
Eden, he successfully exposed the shame of the first  
couple. God quickly intervened and dressed them up 
(Genesis 3:21). Then Noah drank himself silly and his 
nakedness was exposed. His wise sons quickly came and 
covered him (Genesis 9:20-23).  When the enemy had the 
ultimate ‘opportunity’ of taking on Jesus at Calvary, he 
made certain that Jesus Christ was stripped naked 
(Mathew 27:35).  Why? Satan hates God and all       
mankind!  Some individuals think he is a friend, but he 
hates all of us with an eternal hatred.  Let no one deceive 
you.  If Satan had the power, he would have attacked 
God Almighty.  Since he cannot at all attack God, he opts 
for other strategies of hurting Him. Among those     
strategies is to hurt you both now and eternally. Since he 
cannot disgrace God directly, he attacks God’s image in 
you.  By hurting you, he can reach God’s heart because 
God loves you deeply.   

Mohammad Ali’s Counsel  

One time, the daughters of Mohammed Ali - a man    
considered one of the greatest athletes in boxing history, 
winning both the coveted Golden gloves title and an 
Olympic gold medal among several other honours - came 
home dressed rather indecently and received their       
father’s counsel that I  cherish. One of the girls, Hana, 
narrated it this way:  

“When we finally arrived, the chauffeur escorted my 
younger sister, Laila, and me up to my father's suite.  As 
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usual, he was hiding behind the door waiting to scare us.  
We exchanged many hugs and kisses as we could       
possibly give in one day. My father took a good look at 
us.  Then he sat me down on his lap and said something 
that I will never forget.” 

“He looked me straight in the eyes and said, ‘Hana,    
everything that God made valuable in the world is cov-
ered and hard to get to. Where do you find diamonds?  
Deep down in the ground, covered and protected.  Where 
do you find pearls?  Deep down at the bottom of the 
ocean, covered up and protected in a beautiful shell.  
Where do you find gold?  Way down in the mine,      
covered over with layers and layers of rock.  You've got 
to work hard to get to them.’" 

“He looked at me with serious eyes and said, ‘Your body 
is sacred.  You're far more precious than diamonds and 
pearls, and you should be covered too.’”23   

Do you think God would have said something different?  
May be, but His word says that our bodies are His temple 
(1 Corinthians 6:19).  The enemy is determined to    
desecrate that temple and make it a common thing and a 
disgrace.  

Dear reader, is God pleased with the way you are manag-
ing the attractive appearance He gave you?   

What value is there in looking physically attractive in the 
eyes of people but a disgrace in God’s holy eyes? Why 
should you gain the honour of men and end up losing 
your soul?  Do not yield to the lusts of your body and the 
lies of Satan because you and I will surely appear before 
the judgement seat of Christ, that each one may receive 
what is due him for the things done while in the body, 
whether good or bad (2 Corinthians 5:10). 

A careful study of the above scripture reveals that the 
nudity we see on television, pornographic materials on 
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our streets and the sleazy seductive fashions of this 
‘modern’ time are a trap!   

This world has so many traps that draw souls away into 
sin and destruction. The Marilyn Monroe statue in the 
United States of America is one such place where the 
image of God is disgraced and the spirit of sexual      
immorality is publicly embraced. This statue was built in 
memory of actress Marylyn Monroe (1926 – 1962) who 
overcame a difficult childhood to become one of the 
world’s biggest and most enduring sex symbols before 
dying of a drug overdose. The huge statue depicting her 
skirt blown by wind, exposing both her legs, thighs and 
underpants is a huge tourist attraction.  It is moved from 
city to city for men to ogle at and take pictures. It was 
once reported that this statue was “…the most             
photographed…all hours of the day people are posing 
with her, taking pictures... She always has a crowd."24    

It is a massive tourist attraction, but in God’s sight it is a 
disgrace. God does not necessarily cheer what is         
attractive to men. This particular statue is a massive    
attraction to people but an insult to His image and is  
punishable.  Jesus said, 

“…what is highly valued among men is detestable in 
God's sight” (Luke 16:15b).  

God does not delight at all in seeing His image disgraced. 
He is God and deserves to be worshipped and glorified.  
One does not have to see Him to do that. Respect must be 
given in the way we manage our bodies that He gave us.  
His Word puts it this way:  

But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual 
immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed,     
because these are improper for God’s holy people  
(Ephesians 5:3). 
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Where did this business of celebrating nudity come 
from?  God does not delight in exposing the nakedness of 
His creation. Only under circumstances where He       
punishes evil doers does He expose or allow their shame 
to be viewed by all. Look at these scriptures: 

I am against you," declares the LORD Almighty. "I will 
lift your skirts over your face. I will show the nations 
your nakedness and the kingdoms your shame” (Nahum: 
3:5). 

… therefore I am going to gather all your lovers, with 
whom you found pleasure, those you loved as well as 
those you hated. I will gather them against you from all 
around and will strip you in front of them, and they will 
see you stark naked (Ezekiel 16:37). 

Why would God who loves mankind so deeply do such a 
thing? Does he really delight in it? Does this not look 
contrary to His caring and loving character?  There must 
be a reason.  Who knows the reason? Who can know the 
mind of God except Him?  It is Him who says, 

“And if you ask yourself, "Why has this happened to 
me?"--it is because of your many sins that your skirts 
have been torn off and your body mistreated” (Jeremiah: 
13:22).  

So Satan knows that once you yield to his temptations, 
you shall be found guilty in the presence of God. For 
now, people may rationalise it as being ‘modern’, ‘cool’,  
‘decent’ and ‘everybody is dressing this way’. The plain 
truth is that people are yielding to a seductive spirit that 
promotes the lust of the eyes and of the flesh whose re-
ward is eternal destruction. 

Jesus said that the things that cause sin will come, but 
woe to him through whom they will manifest (Luke 
17:1). I do not think you want to be the one He refers to.   
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The word of God warns about the appetites in of our 
flesh:  

The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality,   
impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft;      
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 
dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and 
the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live 
like this will not inherit the kingdom of God (Galatians 
5:19-21). 

There are also situations where one may not sin against 
God outright, but is simply not wise. How?   If you put a 
lot of your God-given resources in eternally unproductive 
endeavours while at the same time, completely ignoring 
soul, you are unwise indeed. 

Let us together reflect on the scenarios below. 

Think of people who consider themselves much less 
physically attractive than they would have desired.  To 
this end, they choose to invest more in their ‘tents’: They 
change their appearance through very expensive plastic 
surgery, use cosmetics to alter their complexion, enhance 
some features of their bodies and even go to the extremes 
of changing their sex from male to female or vice versa.   

It is also not uncommon for people to spend more  money 
on the care of finger nails, hairstyles and decent clothing 
in comparison to the amount brought to church as       
offerings.  Other people dye their hair when it turns grey.  
Daily, individuals feed their physical bodies with every 
desire it demands - food, sex, entertainment, booze - and 
completely forget about their lives before God.   

On the wider scale, there is a tremendous improvement in 
the entertainment sector. At the click of a button, it is 
possible to watch any movie at a minimal cost. These 
days, you may find that the amount of money that you 
spend to attend football matches is more than the portion 
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you allocate to meeting the needs of society and the 
church. Entertainment has turned into a massive idol          
worshiped all over the world. Entertainment theatres, 
football stadia, music festivals, sporting events and other 
places of this kind attract more audiences than church. Is 
it not amusing that even a Christian can be so depressed 
that he does not take dinner when the football team he or 
she supports loses a game, but feel no remorse when a 
sinner dies? Today’s youth are more informed about 
football stars than Bible characters.  Is it not true that you 
sometimes find yourself contributing more money      
towards weddings, retreats, parties, concerts, outings, 
than you give towards your spiritual development?  

Church needs more money than we contribute, to the  
extent that there is an idiom that describes extreme    
poverty as   being “as poor as a church mouse!”  

The consequence of our poor church giving is that many 
people are unreached, dying in sin, starving, and in dire 
need of help while the large portion of our God-given 
resources are apportioned to expenses that satisfy the ap-
petites of our tents. All these investments have no eternal 
value 

Others have won medals and awards in sports and the 
performing arts but completely ignored their souls. 

Tennis star Boris Becker was at his best in the world of 
tennis with lots of success. He was greatly admired and 
sought after yet he was about to commit suicide.  He said, 
"I had won Wimbledon twice before, once as the young-
est player. I was rich. I had all the material possessions I 
needed: money, cars, women, everything ... It's the old 
song of movie stars and pop stars who commit suicide. 
They have everything, and yet they are so unhappy. I had 
no inner peace. I was a puppet on a string!”25     

The inner peace he is referring to here is that of the     
ignored soul. All through his time of success, he ignored 
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his soul, the most important part of his life and he was 
about to lose it! 

Dear reader, if God called you today, are you ready to 
give an account for the way you are managing your body 
and its appetites?   

For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, 
a craving for everything we see, and pride in our 
achievements and possessions. These are not from the 
Father, but are from this world (1 John 2:16 NLT).   

Reflect on these Questions 

Why should you therefore take care of and obey the lusts 
of that will not inherit eternity, yet you are an eternal  
being?  Why should you keep God far away from your 
life and yet He is the most important Person on the    
Universe who desires you to love and cherish Him for 
your good? (Luke 10:27). Why do you invest so heavily 
in financially and emotionally expensive body-pleasing 
actions that will only hurt you eternally? (Romans 6:23).  
The challenge you are faced with is whether you are will-
ing to go to the same excesses you endure for your 
body’s sake, in an attempt to know God and experience 
His love and care.   

What price are you ready to pay just to experience the 
mercy and love of God?  Why do you spend more time 
before a dressing mirror than before God in prayer?  Why 
do you spend most of your little precious time on earth 
watching movies that do not edify your soul than in 
studying the Word of God that is able to save your soul? 
(James 1:21).  Certainly, it is good to take good care of 
yourself but focusing entirely on one part of your being, 
especially the part which has no eternal value while    
ignoring the most important part is the problem.  

God clearly warns us in the Holy Scriptures saying, 
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“Do not love the world or anything in the world. If    
anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in 
them.  For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life —comes not 
from the Father but from the world. The world and its 
desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God 
lives forever” (1 John 2:15-17).  

Word of Counsel 

Live your life by every Word of God.  Let the Word of 
God get a place in your heart.  Have time for it; take time 
feeding your soul with it.  Please do not idolise the very 
thing God blessed you with and ignore God who gave it.  
Take time to look good but remember to give most of 
your time to the eternal things.  Never forget to feed your 
inner man who  constitutes the real you.  Diligently take 
care of your soul because it is the one that will stand   
before God on Judgment Day. Be careful not to allow 
both sin and Satan to control your life, for God will one 
day destroy both of these. The sad part of this is that He 
will destroy the unrepentant sinner too! (Revelation 
20:10; Luke 13:3). The Basamia, a Bantu tribe in Eastern 
Uganda have an idiom that says, the fly that followed the 
corpse to the grave was also buried.  Plainly, when we 
follow after sin, we shall face the same condemnation 
God has given it.  This is the time to hand over our sins 
to Jesus and seek His help to overcome it, for without 
Him we cannot overcome it (John 15:5). Be wise how 
you live your life. 
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Chapter 7 
Value Your Body 

† 
 

he Bible has real life examples of people who 
understood the real value of the body compared 
to the spirit, that they made very interesting and 

good decisions. 

Sarah had such a beautiful body that even at an advanced 
age her husband feared that wicked men would kill him 
to take her away from him (Genesis 12: 13-15).  A closer 
look at her life indicates that she was not obsessed with 
her beauty.  God, in His word appreciates and commends 
her as a role model to all women. Listen to what His 
Word says:  

Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, 
such as elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold  
jewellery or fine clothes. Rather, it should be that of your 
inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet 
spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight.  For this is 
the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in 
God used to adorn themselves. They submitted them-
selves to their own husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed 
Abraham and called him her lord. You are her daughters 
if you do what is right and do not give way to fear (1  
Peter 3:3-6). 

Elaborate hairstyles are not bad, but they should not   
define a woman’s beauty. God prefers the inner self that 
is beautiful. He commends Sarah for nurturing her inner 
person. She valued her soul and gave it to God, who 

T
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transformed it to such a beautiful thing in His sight.   
Centuries have passed since she left planet earth and this 
generation is also expected to learn from her example. 

David was a handsome man who set out to entirely give 
God his inner man. He pursued after God so much that 
God confessed through Prophet Samuel,  

“…the LORD has sought out a man after his own heart 
and appointed him ruler of his people…” (1Samuel 13: 
14b). 

Joseph, a slave in Potiphar’s house was so handsome that 
Potiphar’s wife kept pestering him to sleep with her day 
after day. Now this is a tough temptation for a worker 
from his or her superior.   

When we are pestered to sin, how do we respond?      
Potiphar’s wife was so desperate to sleep with Joseph  
that when opportunity struck she grabbed him in order to 
force him into the act of sexual immorality. Joseph did 
not yield to the deception and chose to honour God in all 
his decisions. He did not value the pleasure of a few 
minutes; he valued himself in the sight of a Holy God. 
God later rewarded Joseph tremendously. It pays to give 
God the highest priority in your life.  It may cost a lot.  In 
the case of Joseph, it cost him his honour, his job, peace, 
relationships, comfort and security. 

Jesus is the best example we should emulate. The Devil 
came to Him when He was both physically weak and 
hungry. He tempted Him to fulfil the desire of His flesh 
saying,  

“if you are the son of God, turn these stones into bread” 
(Mathew 4:2-4).  

Jesus however responded with the most profound    
statement all of us ought to listen to and understand:  
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Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God (Mathew 4:4). 

God seeks to help you too. Without His help you cannot 
overcome what has imprisoned your soul (John 15:5). It 
does not matter how bad your situation is.  It is redeem-
able. As it is mentioned several times in this book, it is 
the delight of God to save you and restore you to      
Himself. The decision to start this journey is in your 
hands. 
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Chapter 8 
Wealth 

† 
 

Ecclesiastes 5:10 
 
Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever 
loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is 
meaningless. 
 

t is true that most wealthy people are hardworking 
and focussed. We all must be grateful to God for 
the financial support some of them give to          

humanitarian causes without which many lives would 
have been lost.  Truly, riches when used for advancing 
the cause of humanity, gladdens the heart of God.   

Wealth also comes with power and the ability to        
positively control others and influence society. During 
meetings, folks wait to hear the opinion of the wealthy 
people in their midst because they have the power to 
move things. People in the business world seek them out. 
Wealthy men especially are so prized that even loose 
women pursue them hoping to benefit from their wealth. 
In the same respect, wealthy women are also admired and 
pursued by men who want to benefit from their wealth. 
The wealthy person can ably provide for his or her     
family, access any medical services and afford other life 
basics with little or no trouble. Surely money seems to be 
the answer to all life’s challenges.   

 

I 
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Wealthiest and Wisest Man Ever! 

The wealthiest man that ever lived was King Solomon (2 
Chronicles 9:13-29). He also doubles as the wisest     
human being that has ever lived. He owned houses,  
vineyards, gardens, parks, fruit trees, slaves, flocks and 
singers. He owned so much silver that it was as common 
as dirt; he owned gold shields, a throne made of both 
pure ivory and gold, fleets of ships, robes made out of the 
highest quality materials, weapons, stores filled with  
exotic spices, herds of mules, peacocks, 1,400 chariots, 
12,000 horses, and very huge expanses of land.  

This is how rich he was. Yet at the end of his life, he 
wrote this:   

Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves 
wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is 
meaningless. As goods increase, so do those who       
consume them. And what benefit are they to the owner 
except to feast his eyes on them? The sleep of a labourer 
is sweet, whether he eats little or much, but the abun-
dance of a rich man permits him no sleep. I have seen a 
grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm 
of its owner, or wealth lost through some misfortune ... 
Naked a man comes from his mother’s womb, and as he 
comes, so he departs (Ecclesiastes 5:10-15). 

I urge you to read on as we examine King Solomon’s 
words at play in real life. 

One day I was having lunch with colleagues at my place 
of work and we began discussing about wealth. It was a 
pretty touching discussion from which I learned a lot.  

One of us narrated a challenging yet true story of how a 
wealthy man in Kampala city, an acquaintance to this  
co-worker shared with him the dilemma he was facing.  
He made lots of profit daily that he banked each day, but 
still coveted for more. He was never satisfied with the 
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money he had and could not understand why his desire 
for more money was unquenchable. The more money he 
made, the more he wanted. This same rich man had a 
number of employees who work in one of his secondary 
schools; he wished he had just a little of the “peace and 
joy” that they had!  He admired the fact that they seemed 
happier than he was and lamented, “I wish I was as 
happy as they are.”  

Clearly, money is not the answer to all life’s challenges.  

The lesson about trapping monkeys can help us           
understand the rich man’s situation better.   

In some parts of Africa, monkeys are trapped in very  
interesting ways. Hunters slice a coconut into two,      
hollow it out and in one half of the shell, cut a hole just 
big enough for a monkey's hand to pass through. They 
then place an orange in the other coconut half before  
fastening together the two halves of the coconut shell. 
Finally, they secure the coconut to a tree with a rope, re-
treat into the jungle and wait.  

Moments later, an unsuspecting monkey swings by and 
smells the delicious orange. It discovers the location of 
the fruit inside the coconut. The monkey then slips its 
hand through the small hole. It grabs the orange and tries 
to pull it out of the hole. Of course the orange cannot 
come out because it is too big for the hole.  

The persistent monkey does not give up but continues to 
pull without  realising the danger it is in.  

While the monkey struggles to extract the orange, the 
hunters simply stroll in and capture the monkey by 
throwing a net over it. As long as the monkey keeps his 
fist wrapped around the orange, it is trapped.26  

The only way the monkey can escape is to let go of the 
orange but, it does not.  Once it has a grip of the orange, 
it forgets completely about its safety.  All its thoughts are 
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on extracting the delicious orange. Ordinarily the     
monkey should  run away immediately it sees  hunters 
drawing closer to it.. It however has a false hope that it 
will get the orange quickly before running for its life.  

How different are you? Once you begin pursuing worldly 
wealth, fame, power and privileges, you realise that you 
always need more of it. Even when you realise that you 
are chasing an elusive goal, you stick there. The more 
wealth you get, the more you desire ‘just a little more’, 
only to learn much later that it is like chasing after wind.  
The unseen and yet sad part of this is that as you pursue 
after your goal, you naturally and completely ignore your 
soul.  

Why does it happen this way?  Focusing on the soul does 
not bring the kind of physically visible profits like the 
profits that come through wealth. As a result wealth    
becomes the god of your life and the true God Almighty 
slowly fades away from your mind though He will be 
occasionally remembered as a formality. This happens 
quietly without you realising it. You find yourself turning 
to your riches for everything and yet God requires that 
you love Him with all your heart, soul, mind and strength 
(Luke 10:27). How can you love God when you have 
found alternative satisfaction elsewhere? You have     
become double-minded. As wealth increases so will you   
naturally drift away from God. You will completely   
forget that you have a precious soul and that you will 
account for it to the Holy God Almighty at the end of 
your life.  Think about this:  the more you run away from 
God, the more you will get entangled in dirt in your    
attempt to get wealthier (I Timothy 6:9).  

Is it not common knowledge that some people will do all 
it takes to become wealthy? You are probably aware that 
some of them stay awake for more than eighteen hours 
each day, working to make ends meet. In one African 
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country, albinos are killed supposedly to use elements 
from their bodies for making wealth. 

As countries develop, fumes and chemical wastes are 
released into the environment while creating wealth. 
Grabbing of land from poor people is a common practice 
by some unscrupulous wealthy people world over.  Some 
public servants do their best to steal from their           
government’s coffers. Some people are willing to pay 
very high prices in order to become wealthy, even if this 
means giving away their souls.   

God’s Word in 1 Timothy 6:9 says, 

People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a 
trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that 
plunge men into ruin and destruction. 

On the other hand, some wealthy people believe that their 
accumulated wealth came solely out of their skill, sweat, 
and commitment to business excellence. The mention of 
God in the formula of their success is fiercely scoffed at.  
Of course it is true that, lazy hands make a man poor, but 
diligent hands bring wealth (Proverbs 10:4).  

However, to deny God’s role in one’s financial prosperity 
is a big mistake for it is written: 

… But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who 
gives you the ability to produce wealth … (Deuteronomy 
8:18). 

A popular cartoonist in our country once put up a very       
humorous illustration. Ekanya Junior, a boy brought up 
from an urban environment visited his upcountry village 
with his wealthy father. While there, Ekanya Junior saw a 
man milking a cow. 

“Daddy,” he wondered, “how possible is it that this beast 
produces milk?  I thought milk comes from the fridge.”   
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Ekanya called the cow a beast just because he did not 
know that it is the animal from which milk is got.   

Similarly, lack of knowledge about the importance of 
God can lead you to consider Him insignificant. Some 
make the tragic choice of rejecting God completely. Do 
some believe He exists? Yes, some do but with a pinch of 
salt. They quietly argue, “If He exists, what is his rele-
vance?”   

They confidently assert that they have no need for God 
because all their needs are supplied in abundance. Yet it 
is far from the truth. Milk does come from the cow. God 
is richer than all people on the earth. He owns everything 
including our lives. We are stewards of all that He has 
entrusted us. 

Now it is required that those who have been given a trust 
must prove faithful (1 Corinthians 4:2).  

He declares that all silver and gold is His (Haggai 2:8). In 
His word, He clearly spells out that the wealth people 
have on earth is perishable.   

Why should it be the sole purpose for your existence yet 
your life does not consist of wealth and possessions? 
Trusting in it is like comfortably perching on a beautiful 
tree whose stem is being cut down. We all need true 
wealth and it is only God who has it. Ignoring God     
because one has earthly wealth is similar to climbing to 
the peak of Mt Everest before bragging aloud to the 
whole universe how tall one is. In other words, as you 
feverishly pursue wealth, you reach a point where your 
heart slowly starts getting hardened to God who is the 
only One with the ability to save your soul.  Since at this 
point you have ignored Him, you now cannot yield easily 
to His conviction to repent and turn to Him for your own 
good.  
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Does Wealth without God Satisfy? 

The Yoruba say that “lack of money is lack of friends; if 
you have money at your disposal, every dog and goat will 
claim to be related to you!” This response from people 
truly brings good feelings, yet when you look deeply in 
your life, in that inner depth of your soul and spirit, you 
are crying out.   

You may have all the respect got from man but you are 
empty with a deep longing for real life, desiring real   
fulfilment. You even clamour for a simple life that you 
may feel ‘normal’ again but cannot because you have 
such a grip of the wealth god that it keeps you in a      
vicious hold of emptiness.  

Take time to study the lives of people who seem to have 
excelled in amassing worldly riches without God and you 
will always find expressions of such misery. It is a con-
stant cry of the ignored soul.   

Whitney Houston (RIP) was gifted with one of the most 
powerful voices the world has ever known. She rocked 
the music world and effectively used her   musical talent 
to become the first female artist to debut at number one 
on the Billboard 200 album chart. Sadly, during her late 
forties, she turned to drugs and alcohol in a fruitless 
search for joy and fulfilment. In her own words, she ex-
pressed how empty life can be even with amazing 
achievements on record.  

“I had the money.  I had cars.  I had the house. I had the 
husband, had the kid,” she said. “And none of it was 
really that fulfilling. I mean, at one time I was happy. I 
was happy, but I needed that joy.  I needed my joy back. 
I needed that peace that passeth all understanding. I 
needed that moment, when I was three years old, that 
church thing, that thing that my mother gave me that I 
was born into.”27 
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Wealth and fame were abundantly available to Whitney.  
She had exploited her talent effectively and with this 
came achievement. Sadly, her heart was always empty 
and searching for real fulfilment. Her soul was crying out 
for real fulfilment, peace and joy. 

She is not the only one who has experienced this lonely 
and empty life. One who was even wealthier than her 
expressed the same misery of heart. John D. Rockefeller 
once said, “I have made millions, but they have brought 
me no happiness. I would barter them all for the days I 
sat on an office stool in Cleveland and count myself rich 
on $3 dollars a week.”28   

What is the lesson out of these examples? These lovely 
people seem to have pursued so hard after wealth     
thinking they would gain happiness out of it but sadly got 
frustrated.  

Why this Dilemma?  

You cannot put aside God and find peace and true      
satisfaction. If you ignore Him you will certainly worship 
another god! In this case, money is the god worshipped, 
bringing you in direct conflict with God Almighty’s 
Word that says you cannot serve both God and money 
(Mathew 6:24).  

Surely, accumulation of wealth minus God does not only 
bring false contentment but also fails to give peace, joy 
and life.  Moreover it is God and Him alone we will  
worship and serve (Mathew 4:10).  If you put your trust 
in wealth and ignore God, it can be so unsatisfying that 
even on the death bed, you may keep thinking about how 
to earn more of it.   

P. T. Barnum, the circus tycoon, while on his deathbed 
asked, “How are the circus receipts today?” What a    
miserable thing to forget your soul! He was going into 
eternity completely unaware that at this point of his life, 
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his question should have been, “What is the condition of 
my soul?” So like the lured monkey, you become totally 
unaware that the Devil is approaching to take your life 
away. This is true. You become totally unaware of the 
looming danger to your soul; it only dawns on you when 
the net is already around you and there is no escape.   

Throughout the history of mankind this has been clearly 
experienced: one dies and leaves all wealth behind.  If we 
ever learned anything from this truth we would open our 
ears to listen to the counsel of God. 

Church is Not Exempt 

Wealth is so captivating that it is deceitful. In its         
deceitfulness, it can even choke the Word of God in a 
believer’s life only to take him back to a lifeless road.  
Jesus elaborated this fact this way: 

“…but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth 
and the desires for other things come in and choke the 
word, making it unfruitful" – (Mark 4:19).   

This means that wealth has the capacity to blind an     
individual to the extent that she or he does not see life in 
its proper perspective. This is one of the reasons why 
there are a number of so called “servants of God” who 
plainly seek to become wealthy by use of trickery in the 
name of God. The Bible calls them a “… people of cor-
rupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who 
think that godliness is a means to financial gain” (1 
Timothy 6:5).  

God’s Word continues to say,   

… godliness with contentment is great gain. For we 
brought nothing into the world, and we can take      
nothing out of it… Those who want to get rich fall into 
temptation and a trap and into many foolish and     
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and       
destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds 
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of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered 
from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs 
(1 Timothy 6:9-11). 

God is saying the desire to get rich leads souls to be eter-
nally ruined and destroyed. Secondly, accumulating 
wealth should never be the central focus of a person’s 
life. There is much more to life than  being wealthy. 

So Are You Rich Towards God? 

You may have noticed that I do not intend to imply that 
wealth is evil.  God is warning us that wealth without 
knowing Him always ruins a person’s life completely. If 
anything, it is God that gives us power to create wealth 
(Deuteronomy 8:18). He actually wants you to be     
faithful with His wealth that is in your hands today. This 
will translate itself in Him rewarding you with true riches 
in eternity.  Otherwise His word challenges you this way: 

…if you have not been trustworthy with someone else's 
property, who will give you property of your own? (Luke 
16:12). 

A story is told of a pastor who was invited to a dinner by 
a very wealthy man. After the meal, the host took time to 
show the pastor the wealth he had. Pointing to the oil 
wells, he bragged, “twenty five years ago, I had nothing. 
Now, as far as you can see, it’s all mine.” He then turned 
to show him the opposite direction where there were   
extensive fields of grain saying boastfully, “they’re all 
mine.” Pointing to the west where there was a           
well-cared-for forest, he shouted, “That too is all mine.”  

After this talk, the host paused, waiting for his guest to 
give admiring comments about his successes. The pastor 
however placed one hand on the rich man’s shoulder and 
pointing to the sky with the other, simply asked, "How 
much do you have in that direction?"  
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The man stared blankly for a moment and then      
thoughtfully voiced his shock, “I never thought of 
that!”29  

Think about what the Lord Jesus taught in regard to this 
kind of life:   

Be on your guard against covetousness in any shape or 
form.  For a man's real life in no way depends upon the 
number of his possessions ... A rich man's farmland pro-
duced heavy crops. So he said to himself, “What shall I 
do, for I have no room to store this harvest of mine?” 
Then he said, “I know what I'll do. I'll pull down my 
barns and build bigger ones where I can store all my 
grain and my goods and I can say to my soul: Soul, you 
have plenty of good things stored up there for years to 
come. Relax! Eat, drink, and have a good time!”  

But God said to him, “You fool, this very night you will 
be asked for YOUR SOUL!” (emphasis mine).  

Jesus then concluded,  

“That is what happens to the man who hoards things for 
himself and is not rich in the eyes of God.” 

Are you sincerely rich toward God? Do the rich who do 
not know God realise that at death, all riches are stripped 
away?   

God’s word says,  

Do not be overawed when a man grows rich, when the 
splendour of his house increases; for he will take nothing 
with him when he dies, his splendour will not descend 
with him. Though while he lived he counted himself 
blessed - and men praise you when you prosper - he will 
join the generation of his fathers, who will never see the 
light of life (Psalm 49:16-19). 

The only thing that remains is the soul my dear reader 
and it is what will be required of you when you leave this 
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flesh and blood. Take this to heart. Wealth cannot      
purchase eternal salvation for your soul. It cannot plead 
your case before the Holy God Almighty. It is of no 
value in the next world. Once you depart, it will be    
eternally useless to you. That is probably the time you 
will need it most.  Why?  It has been your main hope in 
this world yet at that critical time it will be eternal miles 
away, with somebody else! God’s word puts it more 
bluntly and yet giving very beautiful advice.  It is written 
thus: 

Don’t wear yourself out trying to get rich. Be wise 
enough to know when to quit. In the blink of an eye 
wealth disappears, for it will sprout wings and fly away 
like an eagle (Proverbs 23:4-5 NLT). 

In light of this, beware! The glamour, privileges and 
honour that comes with wealth is not any close to what 
you really need in life.    

Yes, by the time of your death, streets may have been 
named after you. You could be greatly honoured that 
only the speeches made at the day of your burial could 
convince anyone that you lived like a saint on earth. This 
is because of how many benefitted from your wealth. Of 
what value are those speeches when your life is gone to a 
miserable eternity? What value do you get from the 
countless eulogies when all that surrounds your soul in 
the eternal world is pain and sorrow? Think about this; 
what do you intend to leave for your children as an     
inheritance? Is it wealth? You can but that is not true  
inheritance. It is God who is the true inheritance. Wealth 
will always whisper to you, “You do not need God. I am 
enough. Don’t you see that I supply all your needs?”  

What is your response likely to be? Will it be: “Wealth, 
you have given me a place in society?  I will also do my 
best to keep you with me and acquire more of you.  
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Somehow, I will be known, if possible worldwide       
because of you.”  

That is deceptive indeed. Look at the above scriptures 
again. When your soul reaches the eternal world, you will 
wake up to the reality that God is the best Person you 
needed in this life and yet it will be impossible to come 
back and warn your children not to walk the same road to 
vanity and eternal suffering. What a pain it is to reach 
there and actually regret that all along you were carrying 
an empty box falsely thinking it was a chest of eternal 
treasures. And that you passed on a similar box to your 
children, knowing that they will hold onto it and it will 
give them life. You will earnestly crave for the truth 
about God that you ignored while still on earth and long 
for help with no one coming to rescue you. The worst 
thing will be the torment of mind that all the “successful” 
life you had was just emptiness before God. Imagine the    
unbearably sad feeling this will bring to your soul.   

Even now, your true self, the inner man could be      
speaking to you about these things.  Why stay awake all 
night, not thinking about your life but your wealth? 

Every soul finds fulfilment in God alone and nothing 
else. Rick Warren, in his bestselling book, The Purpose 
Driven Life, explicitly puts it this way: “We never really 
own anything during our brief stay on earth. God just 
loans the earth to us while we’re here. It was God’s  
property before you arrived, and God will loan it to 
someone else after you die ... At the end of your life on 
earth you will be evaluated and rewarded according to 
how well you handled what God entrusted to you.”30  

While still alive you need to reflect deeply and make the 
right choices. 
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Chapter 9 
Bag of Life Treasures 

† 
  
Colossians 3:5 
 
Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly 
nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and 
greed, which is idolatry.  

What do you treasure in life? Yes, that is where you 
place most of your resources. Jesus said in Luke 12:34, 

“Where your treasure is there your heart will be also.”  

 

he law of nature is that one reaps what he has 
sown. If you invest in God, you will reap from 
God. If you invest in entertainment or any other 

thing, you will reap just that. I encourage you to sow and 
invest your life in knowing and growing in God. When 
you do this, you will have eternal security. God is the 
only eternal Person who was, who is and who is to come 
(Revelation1:8). All life comes from Him, and all of us 
are alive because of Him. If there is any other thing that 
causes your heart to turn away from God, watch and do 
away with it; flee from it! It may look very attractive, 
captivating, friendly and profitable; yet lead you to the 
“slaughter house!” 

God’s Word warns about this house of slaughter. As long 
as you have breath, take this warning seriously. 

T
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I will destine you for the sword, and you will all bend 
down for the slaughter; for I called but you did not     
answer, I spoke but you did not listen. You did evil in my 
sight and chose what displeases me (Isaiah 65:12). 

The purpose of this chapter is to turn you away from the 
lures that lead you to such a destiny. 

A young man wasted his life in the pleasures of this 
world. His energy, intelligence, potential was wasted in 
gratifying the pleasures of the eyes and lusts of this life.  

He was set to leave London for New York the next  
morning but this particular Sunday, convinced by a 
Christian friend, he spent his last night in England     
hearing a renown gospel preacher.   

Sitting in the fully packed, eager and anxiously dutiful 
congregation, the young man listened to the preacher 
whose Biblical text was We are not ignorant of his de-
vices (2 Corinthians 2:11).   

After reading this scripture from the Bible, the preacher 
proceeded, 

"I was walking along the street the other day, and saw a 
drove of pigs following a man, for, as you all know, pigs 
are uncommonly queer animals to drive. If you want 
them to go one way they invariably take another. But this 
man seemed to have no difficulty; the pigs followed    
jostling and grunting after him as eager as possible. I 
followed them and to my surprise I found they were going 
to the slaughterhouse. They went in, and the door closed 
behind them. I waited till the man came out, and asked 
him how he had managed to lead them so easily. The 
man laughed and said: 

'Maybe you didn't see the bag of beans under my arm. I 
knew I would have a hard morning's work getting those 
pigs there if I didn't humour them a bit. So I got some 
beans which they are particularly fond of, and dropped 
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them along the road. And you saw how they scampered 
along picking up the beans, never thinking they were  
going to the slaughterhouse.'” 

"And this is the way," continued the preacher, raising his 
voice, and turning his penetrating glance right on the pew 
where the young man sat, "that the Devil is leading some 
of you captives at his will down to hell. He knows full 
well how to please and lead you on. He drops his beans 
right along the road and very soon for you the last bean 
will be picked up; then the gates of hell will close behind 
you!"31 

That very night, the young man repented his sins and 
gave his life to God. His life was completely restored by 
God. 

Pause for a moment. What beans is the Devil throwing 
your way? It could be a secret sin you are justifying in 
one way or the other. You could have turned away from 
God after tasting his great love, joy and peace, now you 
are running after pleasure. It could be a false religion  
filling your pockets with lots of money. It could be anger 
and an unwillingness to forgive, thinking that by         
revenging, you will right wrongs. It could be anger 
against the Loving and Caring God. It could be anything 
you treasure so much that you can lay your life down for, 
yet it is of no value in God’s sight. 

Are you held captive by these deceptive gifts of Satan 
and the flesh?  Are these the beans you are picking along 
your way to the slaughter house?  

Think About Some Delicious ‘Beans’- Ungodly Music 

I wish to discuss one of the most powerful attractions 
silently destroying multitudes of souls – ungodly   music. 

It is sad to note that much of the music on the market has 
content one could describe as ‘unfit for human           
consumption.’ It is not uncommon to hear music that 



 

81 
 

promotes promiscuity, rebellion, drugs, revenge,         
violence, and outright satanic worship. Yes, the sounds 
may be entertaining and in vogue but behind it is a hide-
ous evil that is destroying souls.   

Are the songs that promote integrity, purity and marital 
faithfulness still popular?  Do they sell easily like songs 
that invoke evil spirits such as the late Michael Jackson’s 
Thriller did? Take time to find the lyrics of this song. 
You will find it appalling. Michael Jackson even had hor-
rifying videos of Thriller showing evil spirits coming 
from underground, but people bought the album like hot-
cakes! 

Assuredly, the Devil’s enticing “beans” are everywhere 
in the music world and unless one is discerning enough, 
he can end up in a trap.  

Regarding the intent of such music, the Devil has clearly 
spoken through his servants. We sometimes call his    
servants ‘celebrities’ and ‘music stars.’ I think this kind 
of naming will change after one has assessed the impact 
of their music on humanity. I know it is difficult to 
achieve such a goal, so I wish to bring to you a little of 
the content of their music.  Probably, it will help us  learn 
that there are Devil’s ‘beans’ everywhere in the music 
world and man still has to make a choice what to take 
and what to leave. 

Fan of Poison! 

Venom, one of the most popular music groups disclosed 
the real reason for their music. This is what one of their 
leaders said when interviewed: "We're not here to       
entertain you . . . I preach the ways of Satan!” 

I wholeheartedly believe what he said because the name 
of the group itself speaks volumes. The word “venom” 
refers to either “a poisonous fluid of certain snakes,  
scorpions etc., injected by a bite or sting, or a strong   
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bitter feeling or language; hatred. 32 Sadly this is the 
name they chose for their music group.   

Venom often used satanic and other evil themes in their 
lyrics. As clear as that! Remember Jesus said Satan 
comes to steal, kill and destroy (John 10:10).  So when 
we  think music produced by such  people is for our    
entertainment, we are absolutely wrong. The purpose of 
such music is to steal the soul, kill it and ultimately    
destroy it. No wonder, many of these musicians are 
known as hard-drinking, hard-living characters. Of the 
many rock musicians who have taken drugs, some      
underwent drug rehabilitation programs, but many have 
died.33 

In their song Possessed34, they sing: "I am possessed by 
all that is evil!” The song has many more blasphemous 
and wicked utterances that can sicken your heart.  Surely, 
how can someone of this kind entertain me? He will   
obviously affect my life if I yield to music from such a 
source. A soul that subjects itself to this kind of music is 
in danger of being affected tremendously. It will be     
poisoned in an unbelievable manner. In fact, one of their 
albums was titled Welcome to Hell. Is Hell your            
destination? Is it the place where you want to be        
welcomed? Think about what your heart desires and 
where you want your soul to rest eternally I am sure this 
does not sound entertaining to you. 

Deadly Celebrity 

David Bowie probably sold 140 million albums  
throughout his career and was awarded nine Platinum 
album certifications - eleven Gold and eight Silver in UK 
alone. In the US he was presented with five Platinum and 
seven Gold certifications and was also ranked thirty-ninth 
in the Stone Magazine of 2004 on their list of the "100 
Greatest Artists of All Time", and 23rd on their list of the 
best singers of all-time.  
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David Bowie was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame in 1996 and became a recipient of the 2006 
Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. In the Rolling 
Stone magazine of 12 February 1976 he is quoted as say-
ing, “Rock has always been the Devil’s music.” He 
clearly confirmed his convictions in that well published 
publication with the words, “I believe rock and roll is 
dangerous… I feel we’re only heralding something even 
darker than ourselves!”   

Who is this darker thing he is referring to?  It is the Devil 
of course!  He is saying that  behind their music is an evil 
spirit called Satan and all they are doing is to proclaim 
his message. You may be aware that the Devil does not 
love you at all. This applies to even those who serve him. 
It is only God who loves us even when we hate Him. 
Why would I like to listen to music whose originator is 
the Devil? It is as poisonous as it was planned to be. 

In the song The Conjuring by Megadeth (which I think 
should have rightly been spelt as Mega death), the lyrics 
declare the sole intention of rock music in a very open 
manner:  

…I am the Devil's advocate, 
 A salesman if you will. 
You know my name,  
You know my name. 
  
…I'm claiming what is mine by right.  
It's time to close the deal;  
You're bought and sold, 
Bought and sold. 
Come join me in my infernal depths …, 
I've got your soul I've got your soul…Obey... 
 
The music group is plainly telling their fans that they are 
the Devil’s advocate. The singers are clearly a channel 
through which the Devil is openly saying, “Come and 
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join me in hell, as you listen to my music, obey after all 
I’ve got your soul!” 

Open Trap 

Metallica was another popular musical group. In their 
song Jump in the Fire35, the Devil clearly says that he is 
tempting the whole earth to become sinful. Interestingly, 
he tells those dancing to his music that, “now it is time 
for your fate and I won’t hesitate to pull you down into 
this pit.”  The word of God calls this the bottomless pit 
and the ruler in this place is the Devil or destroyer  
(Revelation 9:11). He is in a straightforward way telling 
his followers the fate awaiting them as they listen to his 
music – eternal destruction in the pit full of flames: 

Down in the depths of my fiery home, 
The summons bell will chime, 
Tempting you and all the earth 
to join our sinful kind. 
There is a job to be done and I'm the one; 
You people make me do it. 
Now it is time for your fate and I won't hesitate 
to pull you down into this pit. 
 
So come on, 
Jump in the Fire. 
So come on, 
Jump in the Fire. 
 
With hell in my eyes and with death in my veins, 
The end is closing in, 
Feeding on the minds of man 
and from their souls within. 
My disciples all shout to search you out 
And they always shall obey. 
Follow me now my child, not the meek or the mild, 
But do just as I say. 
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So come on, 
Jump in the Fire. 
So come on, 
Jump in the Fire. 

The Bible states clearly that the Devil was thrown in the 
pit (hell):  

But you are brought down to the realm of the dead, to the 
depths of the pit. Those who see you stare at you, they 
ponder your fate: Is this the man who shook the 
earth and made kingdoms tremble?” (Isaiah 14:15-16). 

That is what he calling his “fiery home” in this song.  
The evil one is telling whoever follows him that he is 
taking them there. He is also urging his followers clearly 
to make a conscious personal choice of jumping into the 
fire. Without God, many have jumped into the fire      
unknowingly. God is calling you to think otherwise. He 
has all the power to help anyone who takes refuge in 
Him.   

In case you are not yet convinced with the Devils wiles, 
look at the paragraph below. 

In the cover song, The Prince36, Metallica openly sing 
about how lonely and miserable hell is. They also show 
how evil the Devil’s heart is and how he has been in this 
evil business for ages. In this song the Devil is called 
“Angel from below.” The music group continues to ex-
plain how Satan offers riches, wealth but one has to sell 
his or her soul in exchange. As one chants this song,   
especially the phrase, “Devil take my soul”, his or her 
soul is willingly being handed over to Satan for captivity. 
Plainly in the song, the singers encourage their listeners 
to ignore heaven and the ‘crown of thorns.’ This phrase 
‘crown of thorns’ is in reference to Jesus Christ’s work 
on the cross for humanity. Metallica is telling anyone 
willing to listen to the Devil to ignore the free offer of  
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forgiveness from God. The consequence of all this is 
burning in hell forever. Here is part of the song:  

… such a lonely place, no golden mile. 
Eyes tell of morbid tales, of his black heart. 
His deeds through ages past, tell of his part. 
Angel from below, change my dreams: 
I want for glory's hour, for wealth's esteem; 
I wish to sell my soul, to be reborn. 
I wish for earthly riches, don't want no crown of thorns. 
 
I was born a fool, don't want to stay that way. 
Devil take my soul, with diamonds you repay: 
I don't care for heaven, so don't you look for me to cry  

And I will burn in hell, from the day I die. 

What on earth must entice you to follow such a wicked 
spirit and ignore the One who died for your soul at    
Calvary? Is this music not clearly showing that this world 
is more deadly than we actually know? Do you love   
ungodly music?  Does it look innocent to you?  I can  
assure you that it can be very entertaining and soothing.  
God has given you just a glimpse of what Satan is doing 
through music.  Will you take heed or you will still     
follow on?   

The lure and attachment to this music may be so strong 
that you find it difficult to forego.  Note: God can help 
you.  That is one of the reasons Jesus Christ came to this 
earth- to set the captives free (Luke 4:18). I urge you to 
choose Jesus Christ and you will not regret. 

Soul Exchange By Contract 

The Devil is so crafty that he actually lures people to sell 
their souls. Recently, I stumbled upon a website that was 
trading in souls.37 It is obviously an agent of  Satan.  Its 
contents directly conflict with God’s word in the Bible. 
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Anyone who is lured by it is most likely to be a candidate 
for God’s wrath. 

The site promises to create a product that gives a person 
what they consider the “actual value” for a human soul.  
This they claim to do by asking the potential victim a 
number of questions. They then come out clearly to say, 
“You can receive a guaranteed cash sum for life, in    
exchange for an agreement that entitles “their company 
“the rights to your soul from now until all eternity!”  In 
their terms, they clearly state that upon receipt of      
payment, the contract is finalised.  Any further settlement 
or change in the contract schedule is non-negotiable.  A 
soul sold to them is “non-refundable, non-transferable 
and non-exchangeable.” 

In essence they are saying, “We shall pay you at your 
personal choice of handing your soul to us.”   

It is obvious to the wise soul that something sinister is 
behind this. The evil person behind this is the Devil. He 
does not have the power to control human action. All he 
does is to lure us through lies and craft. I urge you to  
neither take this lightly nor call it a joke of some kind. 
There are no jokes with what God calls His. Every soul 
belongs to God and no one should play games with it! It 
is written; 

For every living soul belongs to me, the father as well as 
the son - both alike belong to me. The soul who sins is the 
one who will die (Ezekiel 18:4). 

So this whole business of selling souls is not a joke at all. 
Bottom line: do not take chances with your precious soul! 

I was curious to know what their customers say and 
surely it was one of the most upsetting things one can 
imagine! 

One of them wrote, “I don't know how you stand to make 
any money out of this, but I also don't care as long as I 
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do!  I don't believe in God or the idea of a soul so I won't 
miss something that no-one can prove that I had to start 
with. Thanks for the $13,000 - I'll worry about the after-
life another time!” 

You have to worry about the afterlife now. The next 
moment after now is not within your power to control.  
That is why God puts it distinctly that  

I tell you, now is the time of God's favour, and now is the 
day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2).   

To say you will worry about the afterlife another time is 
to say you hold the future in your hands and you  know 
the perfect timing to act. This is a painfully foolish 
thought.    

We live in a deadly world. Whenever one says he does 
not care, danger is looming. The world is so  deadly that 
you must care, even as you cross a road. If this is the 
case, why should one not care about the soul that has 
eternal value? 

Another of their clients said, “Selling my soul was the 
best thing that I ever did, not only do I have a whole load 
of money to spend, but now I no longer have to worry 
about being nice to people – as I no longer have to worry 
what happens to my soul when I die.” 

Temptations of the Devil can be so inviting, so juicy, and 
gratifying, but they are mere beans leading the enticed 
soul to certain eternal death.   

You can  get all the money you  need but as long as the 
soul is with the Devil, it is an eternal loss. As long as you 
do  not yield your life to God and pursue holiness, it does 
not matter how much money you acquire in this life. 
Your soul will perish and what a waste that is!    

A gospel minister once asked a dying man who had    
rejected God in his lifetime: “If God should restore you 



 

89 
 

to health, think you that you would alter your course of 
life?" 

The dying man replied, "I call heaven and earth to wit-
ness; I would labour for holiness as I shall soon labour 
for life. As for riches and pleasure and the  applause of 
men, I account them as dross (or rubbish, garbage, 
waste, junk- emphasis mine). Oh! If the Righteous Judge 
would but reprieve and spare me a little longer, in what 
spirit would I spend the remainder of my days! I would 
know no other business; aim at no other end, than      
perfecting myself in holiness. Whatever contributed to 
that … every means of grace, every opportunity of   
spiritual improvement, should be dearer to me than         
thousands of gold and silver. But, alas! Why do I amuse 
myself with fond imaginations? The best resolutions are 
now insignificant, because they are too late." 

Solomon Benjamin Shaw concluded this discourse with 
the words, “Such was the language of deep concern   
uttered by one who was beginning to look at these things 
in the light of the eternal world, which, after all, is the 
true light. Here we stand on the little   molehills of     
sublunary life, where we cannot get a clear view of that 
other world; but, oh!  What must it be to stand on the top 
of the dark mountain of death, and take an outlook upon 
our surroundings, knowing that from the top of that 
mountain, if angel pinions do not lift us to the skies, we 
must take a leap into the blackness of darkness? When 
your soul shall pass into eternity, is it an angel or a fiend 
that shall greet you on your entrance there? 1f you want 
a well-grounded hope of heaven, live for it! Live for it!”38 

Jesus said,   

What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet 
forfeit their soul?  Or what can anyone give in exchange 
for their soul?(Mark 8:36- 37).   
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The Devil is completely evil.  Yielding to him is          
forfeiting one’s soul into the hands of the King of       
Terrors (Job 18:14).  For now, he is doing his best to 
convince you through lies and enticements. I confidently 
tell you that if you yield to temptations of the kind, it will 
only lead to the decay and destruction of your eternal 
soul. It is total emptiness and folly to pursue useless 
things of this kind. Make the right choices. The Evil One 
wants your soul so much that he will do anything to get 
it. It is you he will require to hand the soul to him out of 
your free will.  

Charles Haddon (C.H) Spurgeon, the great British Baptist 
preacher and author who lived from 1834 – 1892 once 
narrated this parable:39 He said, "There was once a tyrant 
who summoned one of his subjects into his presence, and 
ordered him to make a chain.  The poor blacksmith - that 
was his occupation - had to go to work and forge the 
chain. When it was done, he brought it into the presence 
of the tyrant, and was ordered to take it away and make it 
twice the length.  He brought it again to the tyrant, and 
again he was ordered to double it. Back he came when he 
had obeyed the order, and the tyrant looked at it, and 
then commanded the servants to bind the man hand and 
foot with the chain he had made and cast him into prison.  

"That is what the Devil does with men," Mr. Spurgeon 
said. "He makes them forge their own chain, and then 
binds them hand and foot with it, and casts them into 
outer darkness."  

I urge you to yield your soul to God through Christ Jesus. 
He is the best investment you can ever make in this life; 
He is the only one who can break all those chains Satan 
has placed around you, free of charge. 
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Chapter 10 
Decisive moment 

† 
 

Isaiah 45:22 
  
Turn to me and be saved, all of you ends of the earth; for 
I am God, and there is no other.  

 

his book is teaching you about the eternal      
destiny of your soul. That is how significant it is.  
Most certainly, it is one of the most important 

books you will ever read during your life time on earth.   

Clearly, you have had the opportunity to learn from 
God’s Word.  One of the key realisations you must have 
encountered is the absolute hatred God has for sin.     
Secondly you must have noticed that He gives severe 
punishment to all sinners who do not repent. On the other 
hand, His kindness is revealed in similar measure. God 
loves us and wishes us to be good   people, free from sin. 

In light of what you have read, you are probably aware of 
the state your soul is in and the potential effects of that 
state in eternal terms. Some of the thoughts you have 
read in this book urge you to sacrifice your current  
‘comfortable life’ and take on a completely new one. 
This is the life you may have despised for years just    
because it seems uncomfortable and yet that is what God 
calls you to take. 

Having read the words in this book, I believe you have 
done a deep soul-search and you have already made some 

T 
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radical decisions on how you wish to direct the rest of 
your life on planet earth. 

If you considered it as “any other book” on the shelf, I 
doubt it has had an effect on you.  Whatever feeling or 
reflective state you are at now, it is critical to  remember 
this: you have, so to say “a face to face” encounter with 
God’s thoughts and revelations. Secondly, an opportunity 
to escape from His wrath and experience His wonderful 
love has been given to you. Thirdly, an open door is open 
right before you to accept forgiveness and mercy, free of 
charge, only when you accept. 

All those who passed away without Him either ignored 
this opportunity or were completely ignorant about it.  
You are not in either of these categories. You are at the 
most critical stage, the point of making a decision. You 
cannot afford to ignore such an opportunity given the 
enormous benefits that come with it. I can confidently 
declare that so many despise this opportunity and many 
have died and gone to meet God without genuinely pon-
dering on the danger their souls were in. The Word of 
God says, 

How shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? 
This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, 
was confirmed to us by those who heard him (Hebrews 
2:3). 

You are reading this because you still have the breath 
God gave you. It is by His grace that you are alive, even 
though you may be the kind that does not believe that 
God exists. Think about H.G Wells: he was a well known 
historian and also considered ‘the apostle of modernism.’  
He was a resolute atheist who at an advanced age        
expressed how empty one can be without knowing God 
in the right way.  He said, “Here I am at age sixty four, 
still searching for peace of mind. It is a hopeless dream.”  
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What he sincerely did not realise is that peace of mind is 
found only in God. Jesus is the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 
9:6).  His word states clearly that He will keep in perfect 
peace one whose mind is stayed on Him (Isaiah 26:3).  In 
the New Testament, Jesus Christ also promised to give 
His followers peace which the world cannot give (John 
14:27).  Wells ignored God, so there is no way he would 
experience such a blessing – what you ignore cannot 
benefit you.  Can it? Think about it! 

I therefore appeal to you again in the Name of Jesus 
Christ and by the Spirit of God, to make a decision to 
reconcile with God.  This is the time to acknowledge 
your worthlessness without God. Only then will the 
words written in this book regarding your eternal destiny 
make sense. If your soul still loves what God considers 
valueless, there is no way you will give in to His counsel. 
Now is the time to humble yourself before God and ac-
cept that you are a sinner who needs His           forgive-
ness.  

Do not take this lightly.  It may look insignificant but it 
has the endorsement of Almighty God because it is    
written that He,  

…wants all men to be saved and to come to knowledge of 
the truth (1Timothy 2:4).  

He therefore says to you,  

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest” (Mathew 11:28).  

Some people have taken this opportunity whole heartedly 
and experienced such joy, relief and peace of heart. Their 
lives have been completely transformed  The same God 
who changed them is indeed the One who created you.  
He knows you personally and is willing to embrace you 
the way you are if you are willing to yield to Him.   
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Of course some people lost this opportunity when they 
died without reconciling with God and are now in eternal 
regret.  May this story help illustrate this point. 

A story is told of a king “who had all this world could 
offer.” The thing he loved most, however, was to laugh. 
Once while being entertained, a jester came along    
wishing to join in the festival of activities and also    
wishing to perform for him. His opportunity came and he 
put the best comical show together that he had ever done 
and the king laughed so hard. 

Once the activity was all over, the king wanted to hire 
this jester to be his personal jester. Once hired, the king 
in humour handed him a small stick and said, "You are 
the most foolish man alive. When you find someone more 
foolish than you, then you give them this stick," And the 
king laughed heartily.  

After many years had passed by the king lay sick on his 
death bed ready to go at any moment. He called for his 
jester, for he wanted to laugh one more time before he 
died. When the jester was through he asked to speak to 
the king personally. 

Once alone with the king the jester asked, "King where 
are you going?"  

The king responded, "On a far journey."  

The jester asked again, "And how do you plan to get 
there?"  

Again the king responded, "I don’t know."  

Then the jester pulled the stick from his back pocket and 
handed it to the king. The king was stunned and asked 
why he had given him the stick.  

The jester replied, "King today I have found a more   
foolish man than I. For you see, I only trifled with the 
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things of life, but you have trifled with things of         
eternity!”40 

Unlike this king, you can choose to take seriously things 
of eternity. You were created by a loving God whose  
desire for you is always the best. It is therefore so       
important that you lay aside everything and turn your 
spiritual ears and heart to Him now.  

If you wish to ask God for forgiveness, please turn to 
Appendix i and earnestly pray that written prayer. It is a 
simple guiding prayer. Feel free to add in your thoughts 
and words. Let your prayer be directed to God.          
Remember to appeal for His free gift of mercy.  Believe 
He has forgiven you. Remember, His word says, that if 
we confess our sins, He is faithful to   forgive us and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). Take 
advantage of this opportunity. Let your heart be as     
honest as possible. You should neither have excuses nor 
self-justifications. Accept that you are responsible for 
your sins. You should earnestly desire Him to reform 
you. God is able to see that sincerity and He loves it that 
way.  By His Spirit He will be right next to you to even 
help you pray. Nothing should stop you. Allow nothing 
to distract you. You are stepping at the door step of a new 
life. Take it! 
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Appendix i 
Prayer 
 

ear God in heaven, I come to you in the name 
of Jesus Christ your Son. I am a     sinner, and 
I am unworthy to be called your son. I am sorry 

for all the sins I have committed.  

I am also sorry for the shameful life I have lived before 
you. I need your forgiveness. I believe that your only  
begotten Son Jesus Christ shed His precious blood on the 
cross at Calvary and died for my sins. I believe Jesus 
rose from the dead and is seated at your right hand in 
heaven. With your help I now turn away from my sinful 
life. 

In your Word, it is written in Romans 10:9 that if I      
declare with my mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in 
my heart that God raised him from the dead, I will be 
saved. 

Right now I declare that Jesus is the Lord of my soul. 
With my heart, I believe that you raised Jesus from the 
dead. This very moment I accept Jesus Christ as my own 
personal Saviour and according to His Word.  

Right now I am saved. Thank you God for your unlimited 
grace that has freely given me salvation. 

In Jesus Name I pray. Amen. 

D
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Appendix ii 
Conclusion 

 

f you have whole heartedly said the prayer of     
repentance to God, then your sins are forgiven and 
you are now a child of God (John 1:12). 

Read the following Bible verses to help strengthen your 
faith in the Lord who you have just received. 

 Your sins were forgiven (Acts 10:43). 

 You are no longer condemned (Romans 8:1). 

 You have passed from death to life (John 5:24). 

 You have received eternal life (Romans 6:23). 

Find a Bible based church and grow in this wonderful life 
you have just got into (Hebrews 10:25). 

What Should You Do on a Daily Basis? 

 Pray daily (Psalms 55:17; Mathew 26:41; Philippians 
4:6). 

 Read your Bible daily (Colossians 3:16). 

 Confess your sins daily (1 John 1:19). 

 Keep your heart and thoughts clean (Psalm 19:14b). 

 Trust God with your finances (Leviticus 27:30; 
Malachi 3:8). 

I 
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